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Tēnā koutou KATOA,

04 September 2019

PTA 
T h e P TA m e t o n 
Monday night and they 
h a v e s o m e v e r y 
exc i t i ng ac t i v i t i es 
coming up on the 
calendar.  First up is 
ice skating between 
18th-21st September.   

This temporary rink 
will be set up in the 
hall and there will be 
opportunities for the 
children to experience 
ice skating over those 
dates.   

In the evenings the 
rink will be open for 
families to enjoy and 
there is even a curling 
competition on Friday 
night (20th Sept).   

I have already sorted a 
team o f mates to 
enter. Should be a 
great event.   

Show Awhina and 
support this event.

Tena Koutou Katoa.  Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)
This month is Mahuru Māori which is a month for people to set goals 
around speaking te reo Māori. Anyone can register for Mahuru Māori by 
going to the website https://www.mahurumaori.com/.  The teachers will be 
introducing Maori phrases throughout the month to build some vocabulary 
for the students.  Also we have our weekly Te Reo sessions with Mrs 
Pene which the students enjoy. 

Here’s a phrase you could use at home, “Tau kē!” Pronounced toe keh. 
It’s another way to say great or this is so cool. You could also say, 
“Tumeke!” Pronounced two mehkeh. Karawhiua! Give it a go! 

AIMS Games 
This Sunday 28 intrepid students from Year 7 and 8 leave for Tauranga 
where they will compete in football at the NZ AIMS Games for a week.  

AIMS is an acronym for Area, Intermediate and Middle Schools Games 
and is the biggest sporting event held in New Zealand.  This year we are 
sending both boys and girls teams.  My congratulations to the organisers 
along with coaches Mike Stuart and Nicky Pearce ably assisted by their 
managers Shelley Sim and Jacoba DeVries.  Also important to mention is 
TK Paraone who worked hard with the students on developing their 
fitness and a very supportive band of parents who are accompanying and 
caring for our kids while they are away.  

During their absence Room 1 and 2 will consolidate into one room and 
Mrs Van Hellemond will take over the teaching in Room 3.  I wish both 
teams the very best of luck and I am confident that Gordonton School will 
be represented by excellent ambassadors at this event. 

Student led conferences 

These start tonight and carry on through tomorrow afternoon as well.  The students have been 
working very hard developing a presentation for you to celebrate their learning.  At the end of the 
presentation you get an opportunity to speak with the teacher and raise any issues.  The bookings 
are 15 minutes in duration and a bell will signal the changeover times.  Please be vigilant at finishing 
your meetings and moving on so as not to cut the time of those following short.   

This is the first time we have tried this form of reporting.  I took some time to get around some of the 
classes and see how the presentations were shaping up and I am very pleased with not only the 
content but the confidence our tamariki show when speaking about their learning. 

One of our school values is ako (quality teaching and learning) and our tamariki have certainly 
displayed that. 

PB4L  
Last weekend Mrs Rogers and Mrs Cowie attended the PB4L Conference in Auckland. They 
listened to a number of guest speakers and schools who have already been on the PB4L journey 
and have a range of strategies that could work in our kura(school).  

https://www.mahurumaori.com/
https://www.mahurumaori.com/


WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

SEPTEMBER 
4 Student Led  
 Conferences -  
 start at 1.15 pm 

5 Student Led  
 Conferences -  
 start at 3.00pm 

7 Winter Sports 
 Prizegiving 

9-15 Maori Language 
 Week 

18 BOT Meeting 

18-21 Ice Skating 

20 Curling 

23 Yr 7/8  
 Immunisation 

27 Last day of term 
 3 

We continue with our values and this week we have been focussing on 
awhina. Awhina is to support each other to be the best we can be.  

Sports exchange 
You may remember the summer sports visit from the children at Hamilton 
West School earlier in the year.  At the time we decided we would do a 
reciprocal visit for Winter sports and that time is upon us.  On Wednesday 
18th September we will take several teams of children from Year 5 - 8 and 
will travel by bus to Hamilton West to compete in Soccer, Hockey, Rugby 
and Netball.  Permission slips and further information will come home 
soon with the children who are involved. 

New New Entrants 
On Monday Room 7 opened as a 
New Entrant Room and a small 
cohort of children commenced their 
learning journey with our newly 
appointed junior teacher Enya 
Smuts.  It’s a lovely room and the 
students are getting to grips with 
being at school. Here they are 
working hard with their teacher. 

Sports prize giving 
This Saturday is the Winter Sports prize-giving at school where we 
celebrate the end of the winter sports season with awards and 
acknowledgements.  There will also be team photos taken.  Students are 
to wear their team shirts and hand them in to the sports committee at the 
end of the prize-giving. Kids need to bring a spare top to change into and 
wear home.   

Waitomo trip
Last week the year 3 and 4 students travelled to Waitomo caves to experience the thrill of the caves 
and reinforce their studies around glow-worms.  It was great to see them so excited about the visit 
and my thanks to the parents who accompanied and assisted on the trip. 

Kia pai tō wiki. Have a great week.  I hope to catch up with some of you around the school over the 
next two evenings for this celebration of learning. 

Koina noa iho taku korero mo inaianei
 (That’s all for now)
Keith O’Donnell 

POUTAMA 
You will notice a small change to our newsletter. We have added a pattern down the left hand side. 
This pattern is called poutama and sits alongside our school values, anchored in MANA - 
Manaakitanga, Awhina, Ngākau Pono and Ako.  

This pattern symbolises learning and the steps we take as we gain new knowledge and learning - 
Ako. It also symbolises the support we give and receive from those around us as we move up the 
‘steps’ - Awhina. While we are learning from each other we are being honest and demonstrating 
integrity, doing the right thing - Ngākau Pono. When we show manaakitanga we are respecting each 
other and the different ways in which we learn as well as lifting the mana of the people in our kura to 
help them to be the very best person they can be. 



NOTICES
ICE SKATING 

18 September to 21 September   

https://www.facebook.com/events/354366532087347/ 

Be prepared for a cool but not cold ice skating experience  
The Ice Skate Tour travels around New Zealand with state of the art, artificial ice rinks. They look 
like ice and have 97% same gliding capacity as natural ice. Surrounded by an inflatable boarding 
and helmets + gloves provided at no charge (both compulsory for kids) it’s the safest possible way 
to try ice skating.  
Prices are $8 for kids under 16, $12 for adults and $35 for a family (2 kids + 2 adults or 3 kids + 1 
adult) which includes ice skates, helmet, gloves and at least half an hour ice skating (longer if 
capacity allows).  The PTA will be running a canteen every day from 3pm during this time. 

All classes have the opportunity to get ice skating lessons during school time.  Lessons are $6.00 
per child – this includes a 50 minute lesson, gloves, helmets and skates.  Permission slips need to 
be returned by Monday 16th of September. 

THE GORDONTON CURING CUP 2019 
20 September 2019 from 6pm 

https://www.facebook.com/events/345327409417634/ 
Enjoy a great night out with your colleagues, family or friends 
A unique opportunity to try out curling, a fun activity for all! We'll have great music from the 80's 
and 90's going. 
Teams of 4 adults compete in pools of 4 teams (so you get at least 3 matches). Each pool takes 1 
hour to finish so you don't have to wait long in between matches. If you make it to the finals you'll 
play again around 8pm. Who is going to raise the Curling Cup?!   Who is going to beat Mr. OD and 
his team??!! 
Sign up your team now! Limited spaces!  Tickets through Eventbrite.  
Match schedules will be posted on Facebook the week before

Setting up the ice skating rink is quite a task and we would like to ask for as many helpers 
as we can to get this awesome event up and ready for use.  We will need people to help on 
Tuesday 17th of September after school (time TBC) and on the 21st of September (time TBC 
to pack away).  Can you please message Rhianna on 021 511 995 if you can be available to 
help at this time.  Many hands make light work and we really need as many hands as we 

can get for this!!

https://www.facebook.com/events/345327409417634/
https://www.facebook.com/events/354366532087347/
https://www.facebook.com/events/354366532087347/
https://www.facebook.com/events/345327409417634/


CALF FUNDRAISER 
Hi all 
Thank you to those that have said they will donate a calf for the Gordonton School calf fundraiser. 
Numbers are down this year so if you have bull calves we would appreciate one.  
With the risk of Mycoplasma Bovis still upon us the calves will not be able to come here as they 
have done traditionally in the past before sale day. 
So ideally they could be sold with your own stock if possible or alternatively the truck will come 
and collect directly from individual farms.   
We think this is an easy and simple way for our community to support Gordonton school. 
All this requires is raising a bull calf to 100kgs this spring. We will also be doing a virtual calf for 
those non farmers that would like to support us and unable to rear a calf.    

We need our children to get the best out of their school. So 100% of all proceeds raised go directly 
to improve Gordonton School in areas where the Ministry of Education do not put money into or 
not enough. 

This is one of the bigger fundraiser for our school. Farmers and non farmers can get involved. 

We are more than happy to talk to anyone wanting to know more about the calf fundraiser. 

Please Ph Michael Holman 021 570 828 
                 Dave Verryt 027 245 8102 
                 Wayne Lucey 021 289 2038 

AG DAY UPDATE 

• ALL entry forms for Ag Day on 18 October 2019 must be handed into the office by THIS 
Friday 6 September 2019. We are not able to accept any late entries!  

• There will be a Demo Day hosted by Global Vets at school on Wednesday 11 September 
after lunch (start time TBC).  Parents are most welcome to attend to find out more about 
how Ag Day pets should be cared for, and how to prepare them for the event day.  

• Please return last year's cups to the school office asap. 

• If you/your workplace are interested in providing sponsorship of any form for the event, 
please contact Ag Committee (email below). 

• If you are able to be a Steward on the day (no prior experience required - if you need more 
info as to what this role requires, please ask!), please email the Ag Committee - your help 
will be super appreciated! 

• Contact details - gsagcommittee@gmail.com/ Katy 0274155391 




