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Cook Islands Māori 
Proverb  

“Auraka e kai mata i 
te vi”

Translated to:  
Don’t eat the 

mangoes while they 
are green.

Meaning: Don’t do 
anything in haste. 

Be patient.

Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)

Manaakitanga-Kindness, care & respect 
Kia Orāna kōtou kātoatoa! This week is Epetoma o te reo 
Māori Kūki ’Āirani: Cook Islands Language Week. There 
are lots of similarities between NZ Māori and Cook Island 
Māori and just as we want our NZ Māori students to 
connect with their culture, identity and language, we want 
the same for our Cook Island students. This is an 
important part of who they are. 

DRESS UP DAY 
Our next dress up 
day is Friday 6th 

August 
ONESIE DAY

PIEDAY FRIDAY 
Get your orders & 

payment in by 
Thursday 12pm

HARD COURT DAY 
Wednesday 11th 

August

Te Māhuri watching Emma Twigg row to Gold.
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A k o - Q u a l i t y t e a c h i n g & 
learning 
Olympics 
This term we are learning about the 
Olympics, the spirit of the Olympics and 
different countries, cultures and sports 
involved in Olympic Games. There are 
times during the day when we are able to 
watch some of the events and although 
there are no crowds at Olympics our 
children are making up for it here and 
cheering on our Olympic team. Their 
awhina for our athletes is amazing. 

It’s great for them to be able to see athletes 
like Momiji Nishiya, from Japan, win a gold 
medal at the age of 13 as well as some of 
our old favourites like Valarie Adams. Not 
that Dame Val is old. 

Awhina-Supporting others to 
be the best they can be 
Last week we focused on showing 
Manaakitanga and this week we will focus 
on Awhina.  

Awhina is helping each other to be the best 
they can be. Talk to your tamariki about 
what awhina would look like at home, 
which could be different to school. 
Encourage them to show awhina. At 
school, when someone isn’t showing 
awhina we would ask them if they were 
showing awhina and what it would look like 
if they were showing it. This reinforces the 
values and reminds them to be supportive 
of one another.  

The children are excited about the new 
rewards system and are eagerly trying to 
get their MANA Certificates and Anchor 
dollars. 

Dress Up Day 
This Friday is a dress up day and the 
theme is Onesies (or Pyjamas). This is not 
a fundraiser but a fun way to end the week. 
If today’s weather continues it will be a nice 
and cosy way to come to school. 

Hard Court Day 
Next Wednesday is EWCS Hard Court Day. 
This takes place at Minogue Park and 
involves our Senior students. Notices for 
th is went out last week. I t is an 
extracurricular activity for those wanting to 
participate. Please return forms as soon as 
possible as it is first in first serve. 

WaiMath 
Some of our Te Rākau students are 
participating in the WaiMath Competition on 
Wednesday evening. This is another 
extracurricular activity and is held at 
Fairfield Intermediate. 

Ngākau Pono-Integrity, loyalty 
& honesty 
Car Park 
After school our carpark can get quite busy. 
Please remember to be considerate of all 
people who use the carpark and follow 
normal road rules when using it.  

We have had a few people park in the 
turning bay. This causes a problem for 
people who have parked in the marked 
parks closest to the school as it is difficult 
to back out of those parks when someone 
is parked in the turning bay. The only 
vehicle that can park there is the bus. 

There has also been a problem with people 
parking on the other side of the road near 
the exit of Great Beginnings. Some cars 
are parking very close to the driveway 
making it difficult for parents to exit the 
Great Beginnings car park safely. 

While traffic management isn’t our role, the 
safety of our children is. Please be 
considerate when using our car park. 
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Health Statement 
Attached to this newsletter is our Draft 
Heal th Educat ion Statement . This 
statement lets you know how we intend to 
teach Health Education at Gordonton 
School. It is currently a draft statement and 
is open to feedback from parents. If you 
have any feedback on this statement 
please contact Tania Rogers by Friday 20 
August. 

We have a few things on this week. Keith is 
away at a Principal’s conference in Rotorua 
for the next 3 days, Ricki Herbert lunchtime 

soccer starts up this Thursday - make sure 
you register, Fairfield College is coming to 
talk to our Year 8 students about what they 
have to offer them and we finish the week 
in Onsies.  

Kia pai tō Wiki (Have a lovely week)
Tania Rogers, Deputy Principal

DRAFT HEALTH STATEMENT
Our statement on how we deliver health education

Our school’s vision is “to foster a caring environment where every student can develop 
skills, experiences and dispositions to learn and achieve their personal best.”

Our values guide everything we do and we demonstrate Manaakitanga (Kindness, care and 
respect towards ourselves, others and the environment), Awhina (supporting each other to 
be the best we can be) Ngākau Pono (Integrity, loyalty, honesty, doing the right thing) and 
Ako (Quality teaching and learning together).

We are growing people who are:

Trustworthy, honest and reliable.
Resilient, adaptable and value diversity.
Respectful, caring and supportive.
Enthusiastic learners and teachers.
Capable, with the academic and social skills to succeed in a modern world.
Decision makers, passionate about making the world a better place.

We offer health education that gives every student opportunities to develop their 
critical thinking. They also learn the knowledge and skills they need to be healthy 
and well, and contribute to the wellbeing of others and their communities.

Health education helps students learn the values and key competencies of the New 
Zealand curriculum. We teach in a way that helps our school’s strategic focus of helping 
students to develop the skills needed in a modern world and become confident and socially 
responsible digital citizens.Health Education will be delivered in alignment with the NZ 
Curriculum.
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Pie Day Friday  
CONTINUING FOR TERM 3 

Reminder to get orders and payment in by 12pm 
Thursday. We only order what we need and the 
orders are made on Thursday afternoons so 
please make sure your order is in on time. 

Sausage rolls are $2.00, pies are $3.00 and Butter chicken wraps are $4.00. 

Orders for Pie Day Friday will be online and payments will need to be made by  
12pm Thursday for orders to be filled.  

Here is the link to order pies.     PIEDAY FRIDAY 
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At this school, learning experiences in health education are provided by classroom teachers 
with some external support and take place within the students’ usual safe learning 
environment.  Teachers will use a range of teaching approaches and learning contexts to 
develop learners’ understanding of these concepts of Health Education and aim to equip 
learners with the skills needed to enable them to make health-enhancing life choices.

Key areas of learning provide contexts for students to develop skills to become physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and spiritually healthy. We explore: hauora and wellbeing; friendships 
and relationships; managing change and building resilience; food for health and wellbeing; 
sexuality and gender; and alcohol and other drugs. Throughout all of these topics, students 
will develop their ability to think critically, manage themselves, participate and contribute, 
and relate to others - key competencies in the NZ curriculum.

Relationships and Sexuality Education is the only part of the NZ Curriculum that parents 
can opt out of all or part of the learning. Prior to teaching Relationships and Sexuality 
Education a letter will be sent home with an outline of the themes taught at each level and 
parents can choose for their child to opt out of all or some of the lessons.

Thinking critically is an important part of health education so our tamariki can be confident 
in making decisions that impact positively on their wellbeing, and to be prepared for 
discussions they will inevitably confront on their lives journey.

This is taught across Year 1 - 8 at varying levels appropriate to the age of the children.

Some of our programmes are developed by outside agencies such as The NZ Police and 
NZ Family Planning. These programmes enable teachers and students to deliver and 
receive consistent messages across the school and allow us to build on prior knowledge as 
children make their way through the levels.

RICKI HERBERT FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
The Thursday coaching sessions with Ricki Herbert continue again this term.  These session are 
at lunchtime, starting this Thursday.  Please click the link below to register your child/ren.  The 

cost is $30 per child for the term.  

Ricki Herbert Coaching registration 

https://forms.gle/nkNa7W4m1eme8RbUA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjLrE9YmwXEnh6D53zlhsQpyNu3zYoTnDh44ZcStO11mAenQ/viewform
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