
Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day) 
Awhina - Helping others to be the best they can be 
With level one being reached at midnight last Monday here at 
school we quickly dialled in to ‘normal service’ mode and the school 
finally took on the feel of how it was ‘pre-covid’.  The cold and foggy 
days reminded us that winter is here and that also heralded the 
start of the football season. 
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Mā te Whiritahi ka whakatutuki ai ngā pūmanawā ā tāngata
(Together weaving the realisation of potential)

Manaakitanga 
care for 
ourselves and 
others 

Thank you to 
Denise Cordes who, 
for the last two 
Fridays, has 
dropped off food 
boxes and bread 
from Kaivolution and 
we were able to 
support some 
families with extra 
food for their 
homes.   
This is a great act of 
kindness and the 
families it supported 
really appreciated 
the assistance. 
Some of your 
children may have 
come home with 
buns and rolls on 
Fridays, thanks to 
Denise

CROSS COUNTRY 
TOMORROW 
11.15am start 
All welcome.

AG DAY AGM 
Monday 22nd June 

3pm in the 
staffroom

BOT MEETING 
Our next BOT 

meeting is this 
Wednesday, in the 

staffroom at 
6.30pm. 

PTA - AGM 
TODAY 

3pm in the  
staffroom. 

All welcome
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Gordonton was well represented on Saturday 
with a mixed bag of results, but unanimously 
happy children and enthusiastic supporters.  
After much to-ing and fro-ing as to whether we 
would have a season at all, it was a welcome 
refresh from the recent uncertainty.  If you are 
involved in the sports and you haven't joined 
the Gordonton school sports facebook page 
then please do.  The results and photos are 
often put up there on the same day. 

“Hopeful we will see the Hockey 
and Netball seasons start up soon 
as well.”  

Cross country  
Another winter staple is the running of the 
cross-country.  This week the ‘9 and overs’ 
are competing across the road on John 
Riddell’s property.  ‘Cloudy’ always opens 
the gates and moves the stock so the 
children get a decent run.  We really 
appreciate this facility.  The staff did a 
familiarization walk around the course last 
week and students did one today. Races will 
be run with a start as close to 11.15am as 
possible. All racing should be finished by 
12.30.   

Children need covered shoes to run in, a 
drink bottle and a change of clothes. 
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PTA - AGM 
Our PTA AGM is being held today at 3pm in the staff room at 
school.  The Parent Teacher Association is a long tradition in 

primary schools and works solely on kind and willing parents who 
want to see the school flourish.  


Our PTA has been very active in raising funds through school 
events along with organising a positive social event each year.  

There is always a need for more hands and I encourage you to get 
involved if you can.  Many hands make light work. 

Room 12 mascot, Leo the Lion supporting 
the Gordonton Jets first game of the 
season.

Gordonton Diva’s getting some tactical words 
from coach Daryl Matthews during their 6-1 
win on Saturday.



Eastern Waikato inter-schools, for those 
who do well, will be held at Porritt Stadium 
on Wednesday 24th June.  There will be 
more information sent out this week to those 
whom that affects. 

Ngākau Pono - Doing the right 
thing
It was great to hold an open assembly on 
Friday and see the parents back in the hall 
to help us ce lebrate learn ing and 
achievement.  We will also continue to 
livestream this biweekly event for those 
parents who can’t get along and more than 
15 of you took up this opportunity.  

We also had a resounding Kapa Haka 
session in the morning and our tamariki are 
really starting to get to grips with the songs.  

Mrs Rogers and I really enjoy taking this 
and my enduring thanks to Whaea Carol 
Henry who supports the children in Kapa 
Haka each week.  Normality is allowing us 
all the freedom to pursue these events 
again.   

The student councillors manage the 
assembly very well and last week our head 
boy, Taylor, and two councillors, Maya and 
Kardelen, came to town with me to select 
new prizes for the Mana award winners. 

Ako - Quality teaching and learning 
The staff are working hard on collecting and 
assembling the data for the student’s mid 
year reports which will be posted up on 
Seesaw on the last day of term.  While 
some interruption occurred through lock-
down, the achievement information is still 
evidence based and moderated across 
learning teams and the whole school.   

Teacher only day 
Day one Term 3 (Monday 20th July 2020) 
is a teacher only day here at Gordonton.   

The staff are undertaking professional 
development at school around the areas of 
digital technology and inquiry learning.  This 
will be a full day for the staff.  This is one of 
the eight teacher only days that were 
awarded to schools last year to be used 
across two years.   

A busy week ahead here at school.  Have a 
great week everyone. 
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Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei 
 (That’s all for now)  
Keith O’Donnell, Principal

AG DAY COMMITTEE AGM 
AG Committee AGM 3:00pm  

Monday 22 June 2020, staffroom.  

If you are keen to see Ag Day happen this year, 
but not yet sure if you can commit to a 

committee role, please still come along to 
register your interest and support for Ag Day.  
If you can't make the meeting time but wish to 

support Ag Day in some capacity, please call or 
text Emma 0277723770 or Katy 0274155391. 

 We are only keen to make Ag Day happen if 
there are families who are keen to be part of it! 
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BADMINTON 

The Horsham Downs Badminton Club is up 
and running again, and we would really 
appreciate it if you would put a notice in 
your next newsletter that our Juniors, for 

those aged 8 and older, will be starting on 
Monday July 20th. We meet at The Peak 

from 6 pm until 7.15pm and it costs $40 for 
Term 3. We have experienced coaches and 

racquets are available.


