
Tēnā koutou KATOA,
Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)
Welcome to this week’s newsletter. It seems unusual but by Friday we will 
be half way through the term already!  Time is not standing still here at 
school and programmes are well underway in all our classrooms with 
children learning. 

Manaakitanga - care for ourselves and others
Convid-19 (Corona) virus. 
We often hear phrases like ‘There is a tummy bug going around school’ 
or ‘lots of kids are away with coughs and colds’.  Illness and diseases get 
spread in schools because of their very nature of interaction and 
proximity.  With the news breaking over the weekend that this virus had 
‘landed’ in New Zealand, the Ministry of Education has urged me to 
communicate precautionary information so as to keep our community as 
safe as possible from infection. Ilona Holstead - the secretary for 
education has provided information to help schools prevent infection.   

I have reproduced the email in its entirety later in the newsletter.  We will 
be having conversations with the children in class about hygiene when 
coughing sneezing and disposing of tissues.  Please reinforce these 
messages at home.   

As we come into Autumn and Winter it is timely to remind you that if children are sick, especially with 
colds and flu-like symptoms, that they be kept home in order to prevent spread.  It goes without 
saying that a sick child faces challenges to their learning that they also don’t need.  I appreciate your 
help with this. 

Awhina - Helping others to be the best they can be
Student House Leaders 
This Friday we are having a mufti day where students can wear their house colours. Kowhai - Yellow, 
Pohutukawa - Red, Rimu - Blue, Kauri - Green.  On this day those Year 7and 8 children who aspire 
to be house leaders can put themselves forward for selection by their peers.  This process will be 
further explained to the children by Mrs Conder and Miss Thomson.   

The other change we are making is that we are appointing only 2 leaders per house and we are not 
being bound by gender lines so while there have been male and female house leaders previously, 
this year we are taking that gender demarcation away.  I was inspired by this quote that I heard 
recently.  

In the future there will be no female  leaders, there will just be leaders. - Sheryl Sandberg. 

I believe that in Primary schools we also need to do our part to remove the gender gap by using 
some aspects of school life to level the playing field. 

Ngākau Pono - 
Integrity, 
loyalty and 
honesty
Student Council 
Congratulations to the 
2020 student council 
who received their 
badges formally at 
last week’s 
assembly.  I am 
looking forward to 
working with them 
this year to grow and 
enhance their 
leadership.  My 
thanks to the parents 
who attended the 
assembly to celebrate 
their children’s 
success.

02 March 2020

# 05




WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

MARCH 
16-20 Te Rākau Camp 
23 Year 7&8  
 immunisation 
25-27 Te Māhuri Camp 

APRIL 
9 Last day of term 1 

Ako - Quality Teaching and Learning
As teachers, it is important that we model our school values. One of the 
values that teachers are constantly demonstrating is Ako. Ako is not only 
teaching but also learning. Over the next couple of weeks our teachers 
will be participating in First Aid training to ensure they have an up-to-date 
first aid knowledge and they know what to do when someone needs first 
aid.  

Last week Tania and I attended the first 2 days of a year-long professional 
development programme on leading and implementing a localised 
curriculum in our school.  We have professionally partnered with two other 
schools - Hamilton East and Woodstock Schools in a professional learning group to collaboratively 
share and develop ideas.  Already, we have identified that Hamilton East are well ahead of us in 
their implementation of learning through play in the junior school and we will be sending teachers to 
observe and bring back ideas and strategies to embed that here. 

Specialist Literacy Help 
We have an exciting opportunity for selected students to work with Kelly Gyde who specializes in 
raising reading and spelling achievement with her 'Brainy Picture People Literacy Programme.' 

-  Suitable for students who are behind in reading 

-  Suitable for students who have difficulty with spelling 

-  Unique way to improve reading and spelling through use of pictures / stories / rhymes / games 

-  A fun and easy way to learn 

-  Regular progress reports 

If you are interested in your child being part of a Brainy Picture People Literacy Group, please 
register your interest by emailing Tania Rogers - taniar@gordonton.school.nz. 

Cost of specialist help will be subsidized depending on the number of students and what families 
can afford - if cost is an issue, register your interest and we can work together with Kelly to offer 
subsidies - the most important thing to us is the achievement of your child in this area. 

Gordonton School will work in conjunction with Kelly Gyde by providing continued assistance from 
our Learning Assistants who will work with Kelly and your child, allowing them to get the best out of 
the learning. 

Closing date for expressions of interest is next Monday 6 March as we would like to get started as 
soon as possible. 

If you have questions about her programme please contact Kelly - info@brainypicturepeople.co.nz   
021 617 159 



HOUSE WANTED 

Family look for a house to 
rent, no pets, non drinker, 

non smoker  
Anything considered 

Please call 021 524 746

The email from Iona Holstead; 
       Koutou katoa 

You will have seen the Prime Minister has announced that the first case of COVID-19 has been 
confirmed in New Zealand.  
  

This case was identified because the person and the family affected did the right thing and got 
in touch with health authorities. 

The patient confirmed with COVID-19 is being treated in Auckland City Hospital. They are in an 
improving condition in isolation, in a negative pressure room to prevent any spread of the 
disease. 

This is a good wake up call.  New Zealand has been free of the virus to date, but we knew that 
would not last. 

What is still important is that we are all careful and observe basic health safety. 

Practising good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence: 

o   wash your hands often with soap and water before and after eating as well as after  
     attending the toilet 
o   cover coughs and sneezes with clean tissues or your elbow 
o   put used tissues in the bin 

 Encourage anyone to stay home if unwell.  If you are concerned that someone is showing 
symptoms of fever, cough or shortness of breath, encourage them to first ring Healthline (0800 
358 5453) or contact their GP by phoning ahead of their visit to explain symptoms and travel 
history.  Take care of yourself, your whanau and your community through these measures. 

We are still focused on ‘keeping it out, and now stomping it out’ through track, trace and 
contain measures. It’s still important we all continue to be alert but not alarmed.  

 Nāku noa, nā 
Iona  

Have a good week everybody 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei  (That’s all for now)
Keith O’Donnell 
Principal



TAUPIRI JUNIOR RUGBY 

2020 WEIGH IN 
8th March between 1pm to 3pm  12th March  5.30 - 6.30.   
This is held at Taupiri Rugby club in Murphy Lane Taupiri.   

NEW PLAYERS please bring some form of id with you ie. passport/birth certificate photocopied 
please.   

Old and new players to go on line and fill out a form please as follows.  Go 
to www.sporty.co.nz, type in Taupiri Rugby Football Club, go to the junior section and fill out your 
child's details, then submit.  Don't worry about filling out their weight and grade.   

This form is critical that it is done before you come as it saves us time and you should have no 
waiting around.  Fees can be paid on these days as well single $40 or family $60.  We will give 
you our online banking account details at weigh in if you wish to pay by this. 

If you have any queries please ring me on 0276869499 after 5pm please. (Leah Scott Secretary) 

http://www.sporty.co.nz/
http://www.sporty.co.nz/



