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Tēnā koutou,
I'm told Autumn is here, although the temperatures are telling me otherwise.  Some nice foggy mornings are 
greeting me on my drive/ride to school and it is a timely reminder to all of our pedestrian/cyclist students to 
BE SEEN.  Parents, if you are sending your children to school in the fog on foot or on bicycles, please have 
explicit conversations and expectations around making sure they are safe.  We want them at school safe, 
well and ready to learn. 

Teacher Paid Union Meetings 
As expected the Government and the NZEI have to this point failed to reach 
agreement over the contract negotiations around Primary Teachers collective 
agreement. It seems that more industrial action is coming over the horizon 
towards us.  Starting next Wednesday (20th March) the NZEI member teachers 
will be attending a paid union meeting from 1pm.  While the school will not be 
closed for instruction, (I will be onsite as well as the Learning Assistants) there 
will be no programmes delivered and it will be supervision of children only.  If you 
would like to collect your child(ren) from 12.30 onwards, you are welcome to.  
Any children at school will be actively supervised and cared for. 

I am ever hopeful that resolution around this can be reached as soon as possible 
so we can get on with our core business of teaching and learning without these 
interruptions. 

Trailer 
Mr Sweetman is on the hunt for the regular loan of a garden trailer to move some 
'stuff' around the school.  The loan would be occasionally for a couple of days at 
a time.  It would be totally secure and safe when not being used.   If you think you 
could help out please email him (blairs@gordonton.school.nz) and discuss his 
requirements. 

Student Leaders 
Our House leaders will be 
getting their badges at this 
week's assembly.  We grabbed 
them for a quick snapshot to 
showcase their achievement of 
selection.  

Sports Exchange 
This Thursday some students 
from Hamilton West School are 
travelling out to Gordonton 
School to challenge us across 
three sporting disciplines.  Year 
3/4 will be playing Tee ball, 
Year 5/6 Cricket and Year 7/8 Touch.  Hamilton West School arrive at 9.30am and 
we start with Tee ball followed by the Year 5/6 team and then the Intermediate 
teams will play when they return from Tech/Arts. If your child is selected for one of 
these teams you will be notified by the teacher in charge.  It would be great to 
turn this into an annual event with a summer and winter challenge at alternate 
venues.  One of the hidden things it brings is the skill of welcoming visitors into 
the school and hosting events.  I'm looking forward to hosting the Hamilton West 
students and staff and hope that it is an eventful day for all.  You are very 
welcome to come along and cheer for our teams. 

Tree Climbing 
Always a hot topic, a team of student councillors have this week identified some 
trees which can be safely climbed and are working out ways to not only identify 
the trees but also indicate to those kids who climb them, how high they can go.  
The councillors will also be working out ways we can 'Police' the tree climbing to 
make sure expectations are met.   
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ANNUAL 
CONSENT 
Thank you to those who 
have completed the 
2019 Annual Consent 
that we have emailed 
out.


It is important for all 
families to complete this 
consent as it helps us to 
keep our records up to 
date.


The annual consent is a 
google form which you 
can complete online and 
is confidential.


Please click here to 
complete the form.


Or head to our school 
website for the link (look 
under newsletters)

gordonton.school.nz


POLICE VET

Police vets last for 3 
years and for many of 
our parents’ your police 
vet is due to expire this 
year.

If you are interested in 
attending a trip or camp 
this year, your police vet 
will need to be up dated.


As the school is now 
charged for every police 
vet, we are no longer 
vetting every parent.


Police vetting every 
parent can get very 
costly for the school.


New forms can be 
collected from the office.

Thank you 
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WHAT’S COMING 
UP 

MARCH 
13 David Galbraith  
 Evening at the 
 Community Hall 

14 Sports with   
 Hamilton West  
 School 

18 Year 7 & 8 
 Immunisation 

22 Wacky Hair Day 

28 Harvest Festical 

29 Class Photos 

APRIL 
2 BOT meeting 

12 End of Term 1

Student Achievement 
Following on from my sharing of the 
Reading achievement data last week, 
it's now the turn of Maths.  The Maths 
results were equally as impressive but 
still left work to do to raise student 
achievement.  Given the year that was, 
our results were still impressive.  This 
year again, Nicky Pearce is leading 
Maths in the school with a dedicated 
team of teachers supporting her. 

As you can see, those students who 
were ach iev ing jus t be low the 
expectation were the largest group shifted.  Globally to move from a 68.85% 
achievement cohort to 83.59% is significant and worthy of merit.  Still work to do 
to build on this but a great starting point. 

EOTC 
This is progressing well and this week you will receive an invitation to take part in 
a survey around this.  Without over-complicating things the EOTC review group 
are just looking for your views on some fairly generic aspects around what EOTC 
might look like at Gordonton School moving forward.  Keep an eye on your inbox 
for this. 

David Galbraith 
If you have the chance this Wednesday get along to the Gordonton Community 
Hall to catch the address from David Galbraith.  He speaks around unlocking the 
potential of our kids and is well worth a listen.  His credentials are impressive and 
the Sports committee has worked hard to get him here.  Please support this 
initiative if you can. 

PB4L 
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, our school is participating in the Ministry 
programme Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L). PB4L is built on the principles 
that positive behaviour can be learnt and that environments can be changed to 
support effective teaching and learning for every child and student. It also reflects 
the belief that schools play a major role in fostering well-being and creating safe, 
healthy communities.  

A few weeks ago I attended a course for principals, followed by Tania Rogers 
attending the leaders workshop and this week we have our PB4L team attending 
a training day. Throughout the year there will be more training for our PB4L team 
before we begin the implementation phase of the programme. We are fortunate 
enough to have two teachers on the team who are experienced in PB4L and have 
seen the benefits of such a programme. 
Seesaw 
This platform is now up and running.  The teachers are having some professional training on how it all works and 
what is expected.  Over the next weeks they will be uploading examples of work from your child(ren) and you will 
need to log-in to view and comment on the work.  This will pick up in pace as the children and teachers get used 
to the platform.  You will receive an email from the classroom teacher with details on how to connect to your 
child's Seesaw.  

Shave for a Cure 
The student council are running their first fundraiser for the year. We will be having a wacky hair day next week 
on Friday 22 March. This will coincide with Great Beginnings who will also be supporting this charity. There will 
be lots of wacky hair dos in Gordonton. As well as showing support through a wacky hair do we are also asking 
for a gold coin donation. 

Shave for a cure is a fundraising initiative that supports people who are living with a blood cancer or blood 
condition. Every dollar raised is another important step in the search for a cure. 

Have a great week and we look forward to seeing parents at the Sports exchange on Thursday. 
Keith O'Donnell 
Principal 

DAVID 
GALBRAITH 

TICKETS 
Tickets can be 

purchased from the 
office (EFTPOS 
available).  Door 

sales will be 
available - CASH 

ONLY



REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER SPORTS  
Registration for football, hockey and netball closes this FRIDAY 15 MARCH. You'll find all the 
information you need and the registration link under Sports Hub on the Gordonton 
School website gordonton.school.nz. We'll form teams based on numbers received by Friday. Please 
note that registrations received after Friday are on a space available basis and will incur a $10 late fee. 

CLASS PHOTOS 
This year photographs will be available for you to view and order OnLine with PhotoLife Studios. 

Once the photos are taken, your son or daughter will bring home an online slip with their unique SHOOT 
KEY detailed on it.   

This Shoot Key will display all the photographs of your child.  It is then an easy process for you to shop 
on-line and purchase the photographs you want. 

If you place your order within three weeks of receiving your shoot key you will receive free delivery for 
your photo orders.  PhotoLife has agreed to despatch all the orders back to the school and your child 
will bring their photographs home. 
Any orders placed after this three week period will be sent directly to your specified delivery address 
and will incur a $6.00 Postage & Packing charge.   
You will see this message when you go Online to view and order your photographs. 

SCHOOL NOTICES
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SLEEP OUT AVAILABLE 
Sleepout cottage for rent in the Gordonton 

Village.  Suit single, quiet person.  Comes with 
a fridge and washing machine and its own 

phone line.  Rent is $230 + power per week.  
Available from Monday 18th March.  Contact 

Nicky 0274 797 390 

DRINK BOTTLES 
Winter sports coming 
up get yourself a 1L 
Tupperware 
bottle $18 each  
Contact Marie 
Gardiner 022 352 9678 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

LOST SCOOTER 
A green scooter with pink handle bars has been 

lost at school.  Left here Thursday evening. 
If you have seen it, or know where it is can you 

please let the office know.  Thank you




