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School Sports 
I attended the Sports 
Committee meeting 
the other night and we 
put the final touches 
on the planning for the 
end of season prize 
giving which will be 
held at school on 
S a t u r d a y 7 t h 
September.   
With an impressive 17 
t e a m s e n t e r e d i n 
c o m p e t i t i o n s t h i s 
winter Gordonton has 
again ‘punched above 
i t s we igh t ’ i n the 
competit ion sports.  
The fact that so many 
kids are able to be 
involved is a testament 
to the hard-working 
and dedicated band of 
v o l u n t e e r s w h o 
a d m i n i s t e r s p o r t , 
coach and manage 
teams as well as the 
supporters who turn 
up without fail to cheer 
our teams on.  Well 
done and thank you to 
you all.   
A c o u p l e o f o u r 
committee members 
are stepping back after 
yeoman service.  If 
you are interested and 
able to be part of a 
commi t tee tha t i s 
highly organised, well 
s t r u c t u r e d a n d 
efficient, and you have 
a passion for seeing 
our kids succeed in 
sport, then contact 
K e l l y M i l l s 
(Chairperson) or me, 
or alternatively let Dee 
know in the office. 

Welcome to Week 6 of Term 3.  The days are 
starting to warm up and Spring is definitely 
arriving.  Nice to see some sunshine and warmth.  
It seems to have rained for weeks. 

As is usual with spring, we are seeing the arrival of 
baby animals.  This morning we had a visit from 
four Golden Retriever puppies brought in by Mrs 
O’Hearn.  Pictured is Dee our Office Manager 
having a cuddle with one this morning. 

New Teacher 
The school is still growing and despite our best laid plans at the start of 
the year we are still enrolling New Entrants to the point where our junior 
rooms were fast approaching capacity with more to come.  On Monday we 
are opening a new reception class in Room 7.  We have engaged the 
services of Mrs Enya Smuts as the teacher in this room from Monday until 
the end of the year.   Enya is an experienced teacher with a background in 
the Junior area as well as Early Childhood Education and also has 
experience in play-based learning.  I welcome Enya to the staff.    

That also means that Mrs Bankier’s science programme will move to the 
hall.  At this point of the year we need to make the very best of our 
available spaces.   

Still on play-based learning, this is a pedagogy we are keen to grow in the 
Junior area.  My enduring view is that the practice models have to be in 
place and agreed prior to the programme starting.  Trina Bankier and 
Katrina Banks are attending professional development workshops next 
month.  These are our first formal strides into this learning model which 
has found much success in other schools and dovetails nicely and 
extends from programmes the children have experienced in Early 
Childhood settings.  

Schools cannot stand in isolation and the programmes offered must 
compliment what has been learned before but also inform what is to be 
learned next. That rule applies within, as well as between contexts.    

PB4L 
We are well underway with our new school values and the children are 
learning about what it means to be anchored in MANA - Manaakitanga, 
Awhina, Ngākau Pono and Ako. We have seen a lot of manaakitanga this 
week and six lucky students will be rewarded at assembly for 
demonstrating this value. 

Next week we will look at Awhina and what that looks like, sounds like and 
feels like in our school. Awhina is about supporting each other to be the 
best we can be. Have a conversation with your children about what they 
could do to support others. Room 2 spent some time yesterday making 



WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

SEPTEMBER 
4 Student Led  
 Conferences -  
 start at 1.15 pm 

5 Student Led  
 Conferences -  
 start at 3.00pm 

7 Winter Sports 
 Prizegiving 

9-15 Maori Language 
 Week 

18 BOT Meeting 

18-21 Ice Skating 

20 Curling 

23 Yr 7/8  
 Immunisation 

27 Last day of term 
 3 

videos about our values and these will be shown at assembly as they are 
completed. 

Waikato District Council candidate visit. 
It was nice to get a visit at the school from Chris Woolerton yesterday.  
Many will know Chris as a local identity and long-standing and well 
regarded school parent and supporter whose children all attended here.  
Chris is running for a seat on the District Council.  Great to have that 
engagement and have him seek the community view.  His enduring 
message is to make sure you vote!  Do your bit to get a voice at the 
council table. 

The intermediate team 
has been running a 
M a t h s e x t e n s i o n 
programme with Miss 
Thomson. We recently 
had a team of students 
attend the WaiMaths 
competition. Thank you to 
Miss Thomson who has 
worked with this team 
and was also a judge on 
the night.  

Las t week we were 
blessed with chocolate cake by Hale 
and Mary who made this as part of 
their learning. Thank you to Mrs Barlow 
for this tasty learning opportunity. 

Finally, it was great to have some of 
our younger learners dropping in to 
show me their writing.  They were able 
to read what they had written and all 
had beautifully illustrated their work.  
Thank you to Fletcher, Haswell and 
Sophie for dropping by. 

Have a good week everyone. 
Keith O’Donnell 





NOTICES

Enrolments are due in by 
August 31st and once all the 

documentation is completed a 
form will be sent to allow new 
students to indicate a friend 
they would like to be with in 

Advisory or Hapū.  This form 
will only be open until August 

31st so please get enrolments 
completed




