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Matariki ahunga nui, 
Matariki hunga nui 

Matariki has many 
admirers, Matariki 
brings us together.

Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)
Ngā mihi o te tau hou Māori - Happy Māori 
New Year.

REMINDER REMINDER REMINDER - Teacher Only 
Day 
Monday the 26th of July is a Teacher only day at 
Gordonton School. The school is closed for instruction 
on that day and the teachers and learning assistants are 
receiving professional development on The Professional 

PIEDAY FRIDAY 
Get your orders & 

payment in by 
Thursday 12pm

TEACHER ONLY 
DAY 

Monday 26th July 
Term 3 starts 

Tuesday 27th July

LOST PROPERTY 
Please check the 
lost property bin.

HAVE A SAFE & 
HAPPY HOLIDAY

CHILDREN’S ART FROM 
ART AUCTION 

If you were not fortunate 
enough to make it to the 
Art Auction last Thursday 

and would like to 
purchase your child’s art 

please see Dee.  All 
unpurchased art is in the 

office. 
Thank you
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Growth Cycle, Tataiako, Positive Behaviour 
for Learning and school logistics for the 
term ahead.   

First day of term 3 for children is 
Tuesday 27th July.  Reminders will also 
be sent out in the second week of the 
school holidays. 

Matariki Celebrations 
Awhina-supporting others to be 
the best they can be 
Ngā Mihi 
A huge mihi(thank you) to the Dillon 
Whānau who put down a hāngī for our 
Matariki Art Auction. Te Rākau students 
helped prepare the vegetables and stuffing 
with Mrs Gardiner and Mrs Rogers and all 
children were able to watch parts of the 
process. A great learning experience for 
our tamariki. Tino reka te hāngī - Delicious 
hāngī. 

Thank you to the Gavins who donated 
pumpkin for the hāngī, Mrs Gardiner who 
donated time and meat and the Dillons who 
also donated pumpkin, meat and lots of 
hard work. We really appreciated all the 
donations and thanks to those who 
purchased a hāngī. 

Ako-quality teaching & learning 
The word hāngī has a macron on the ‘a’ 
and the ‘i’ which means they are long vowel 
sounds. In the Waikato you will see it with a 
double ‘a’ and double ‘i’ - haangii. The way 
it is pronounced is 
‘haa ngee’ rather than 
‘hung e’ 
For those who don’t 
know what a hāngī is, 
it is an earth oven 
used by Māori people 
t o c o o k f o o d b y 
steam. Many Pacific 
Islands use a similar 
way to cook food. 
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Manaakitanga-kindness, care & 
respect 
Sharing Kai 
As part of Matariki Celebrations, Room 10 
prepared some nice winter soup to share. 
They spent the morning grating and cutting 
vegetables before letting it cook slowly for 
lunch. See photos. 

Ako-quality teaching & learning 
Raranga 
Room 2 celebrated Matariki by learning 
about weaving with Mrs Rogers. They 
l e a r n t h o w t o c u t a n d p r e p a r e 
harakeke(flax) then learnt how to make 
harakeke fish. They then shared their 
learning with Room 10 and showed them 
how to make fish too. Room 10 had 
already been learning about weaving in 
class so they were very quick to learn how 
to make a fish. Some even realised they 
could make different sized fish by making 
the whenu(flax strand) wider or thinner. 

PTA  
Thank you to the PTA who ran a successful 
Art Auction and all the people who donated 
art pieces for the event. We appreciate the 
hard work and support from the PTA.  
Debbie Hawkins led this event and we 
raised over $4000.00  toward the purchase 
of shade sails and branded gazebos to 
protect our tamariki from the rays of the 
sun.  Thanks to all who contributed. 

Ngākau Pono-integrity, loyalty & 
honesty 
Local History 
If you are a fan of “The Project” you will 
have seen the Bindra family feature last 
week in an episode about the family’s 
return to New Zealand back in 1920.  

Gurnek Bindra kindly donated the book 
“Kiwi Farmers’ Guide to Life Rural Tales 
from the Heartland,” to the school. This 
book also tells the story of the challenges 

they faced when living in Pukekohe, 
including being excluded from barbers’ 
shops and private bars. Here is an excerpt 
from the book that highlights just how far 
we have come. 

“It was a fearful time to be Indian or 
Chinese in New Zealand. Convinced that 
newcomers would start buying up and 
leasing market garden land, a group called 
White New Zealand League decreed these 
selected migrants could ‘only go into town 
on certain days’, or use certain services.” 

Fortunately we are much more inclusive 
now and we celebrate different cultures 
and the history we all share. 

Thank you to the Bindra family for sharing 
this little bit of history with us. 

Ricki Herbert Holiday programme. 
Ricki Herbert is offering a football holiday 
programme for those interested.  The flyer 
for this is later in the newsletter.  Ricki has 
had success running his academy on 
Thursday lunchtimes for our aspiring 
footballers.  If you are interested the 
contact details are on the flyer. 

School reports 
Your child(ren)’s report will be uploaded 
onto the Seesaw platform on Friday 
morning.  This is a summation of their year 
to date as well as core curriculum progress 
and achievement.  There is also graphical 
information around how they have met the 
values of the school.  Please share the 
report with your child and discuss their 
learning with them.   

If you have any questions or concerns 
please make an appointment to speak to 
the teacher.  There will be formal teacher 
interviews held at the school in week six of 
Term 3. 
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Pie Day Friday 
Reminder to get orders and payment in by 
12pm Thursday. We only order what we need 
and the orders are made on Thursday 
afternoons so please make sure your order is in 
on time. 

Sausage rolls are $2.00, pies are $3.00 and 
Butter chicken wraps are $4.00. 

Orders for Pie Day Friday will be online and payments will need to be made by  
12pm Thursday for orders to be filled.  

Here is the link to order pies.     PIEDAY FRIDAY 

Food for thought 
I recently read a quote from the founder of 
Dubai, Sheikh Rasid, when asked about 
the future of his country replied…  

“My Grandfather rode a camel, my father 
rode a camel, I ride a Mercedes, my son 
rides a Land Rover, and my grandson will 
ride a Land Rover… but my great 
grandson is going to have to ride a camel 
again. 
When asked why, his reply was; “Hard 
times create strong men, strong men 
create easy times.  Easy times create 
weak men, weak men create difficult 
times. We have to raise warriors, not 
parasites”.   

Add to that the historical reality that all 
great empires… the Persians, the Trojans, 
the Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans, 
and later years the British… all rose and 
perished within 240 years.  They were not 
conquered by external enemies; they 
rotted from within. 

America has now passed the 240 year 
mark, and the rot is starting to be visible 
and is visible and accelerating.  We are 
past the Mercedes and Land Rover 
years… the camels are on the horizon. 

There is an uncomfortable truth in this 
statement.  We are the guardians and the 
protectors of our childrens’ futures until 
they are old enough to take charge of 
them.  Let us all help them to realise their 
full and true potential. 

Wishing you all a good Term 2 holiday 
break.  Stay safe and we will see you all 
back in Term 3. 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei (That’s all 
for now)  Keith O’Donnell, Principal

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjLrE9YmwXEnh6D53zlhsQpyNu3zYoTnDh44ZcStO11mAenQ/viewform
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GORDONTON SCHOOL AGRICULTURAL DAY  
FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER 2021 - SAVE THE DATE! 

Ag Day is happening on Friday 22 October 2021 and we are excited to announce that this 
year it will be a whole school event, with lots of opportunities for all of our children to be 
involved.  The objective of Ag Day in a rural school has always been to foster the values of 
commitment, responsibility and motivation in children, and this year we are keen to make 
this opportunity available to all children in recognition of the diversity within our school 
community and the fact that not all of our families are able to rear a calf, lamb or goat for 
Ag Day. 

This year, children who can't enter the traditional Calf Club event will have the opportunity 
to virtually enter a domestic pet  (dogs, cats, rabbits, fish, birds, snails, insects etc will all be 
welcome!) in a My Pet Project category, or to create their own animal through mediums 
such as photography, technology, craft  and construction. There will also be a Make, Bake 
& Grow section that will include plant growing, craft making and baking categories.  All of 
these projects will be completed at home over the course of Term 3 and the Term 3 
holidays, and then presented and judged on Ag Day. Children will be encouraged to enter 
at least one at home project, but entry will not be compulsory. 

On the day, children who do not have a calf, goat or lamb in the morning Calf Club event 
will also create a floral art exhibit in their classroom, with families being encouraged to 
come along at lunch time to enjoy food stalls, view the exhibits & attend a prizegiving. 

Full details of all event categories and registration details, along with a Facebook Event 
page, will be provided as early as possible in Term 3.   

If you would like to know more about what happens in the Calf Club event before then, 
click here [https://waikatoaandp.co.nz/exhibitor-information/boys-girls-agricultural-club/].  A 
handout containing details on what is generally required to rear a calf, lamb or goat can be 
collected from the office, should families be keen to get their animals during these next 
school holidays (saving dates are early calves 1/06- 27/07/21; late calves 28/07 - 5/09/21; 
kids/lambs early 1/07-19/08/21; late 20/08 - 20/09/21) 

In the meantime, if any parents are keen to support this day in any way (including graphic 
design, sponsorship, general ideas, organising a particular event category on the day etc), 
we would love to hear from you.   Please ring or text Katy Baxter on 0274155391 or 
email  gsagcommittee@gmail.com. 

https://waikatoaandp.co.nz/exhibitor-information/boys-girls-agricultural-club/
mailto:gsagcommittee@gmail.com
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ROOM 10 
SOUP 

MAKING

CRAZY HAIR DAY WINNERS

ROOM 2 
FLAX 

WEAVING
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Book now at 
www.sKids.co.nz/book

MSD-Approved
Work & Income OSCAR Subsidy available!

Holiday ProgrammeHoliday Programme

Gordonton School, 
Hamilton

Full Day 8.00am to 6.00pm $ 45
Short Day 8.00am to 3.00pm $ 35

Mon 12th July Tue 13th July

Mon 19th July Tue 20th July Thu 22nd July Fri 23rd July

Sea, Snow & 
Sand Rainbow Day

We dive into our 
natural 

environment and 
learn about biomes 

and climates 
around the world! 
We’ll make crafts 

inspired by our 
major Biomes!

Somewhere over 
the Rainbow, we 

have colourful 
activities to do! 

Join us to create 
Shooters, Twisters, 
and Magic Art! We 
also dive into some 

colourful 
experiments!   

Escape Room sKids Farm 
House Super Science Wearable Arts Sundae 

Fundae

Can you find your 
way out?

Did you find the 
clues?

Work together to 
crack the code!

Don’t get trapped!

Rise and Shine 
we’ve got a Farm 

to run!
We’ll make vege
stamps, bake for 
the farmers with 
Churned Butter 
and we’ll make 
animals for the 

Farm!

I scream, you 
scream, we all 
scream for Ice 

Cream! 
We’ll open an Ice 
Cream Shop and 
make Ice Creams 

to eat and to show 
for our Ice Cream 

Party!

We’re making our 
own clothes and 
accessories with 
recycled papers 
and materials! 

Then we’ll show it 
off on our Runway! 
There are Prizes for 

best dressed!

Get your Lab Coats, 
its Science time!

We’ll do awesome 
experiments like 

Floating Stickmen, 
and Dancing Rice. 
Later we’ll make 

Salt Paintings and 
eat our own DIY 

DNA!

Wed 21st July

Onsite: 021 914 411
Head Office: 0800 274 172
gordonton@skids.co.nz

Term 2 2021

Wed 14th July Thu 15th July Fri 16th July

STEAM Take Flight Arty Party

We’ll make bouncy 
balls from liquid, 

construct the 
highest tower and 
build the strongest 

catapult!

We’re making 
parachute people, 
Hot Air Balloons 

and try a 
hovercraft 

experiment!

We’ll experiment 
new ways of 

colouring, make a 
collage, stamps 
and abstract art!

Try our Virtual 
Reality Kit onsite!


