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Welcome to Week 5.  It is surprising to think that we are almost half way 
through Term 3.  We have shifted newsletter day to Wednesday.  This is 
because Tuesdays were so busy that we were rushing to get the print 
version out to the classes before Launchpad (formerly Bible in Schools) 
started.   

We like to think that we live in our own little bubble of safety out here in 
Gordonton and we certainly don’t go looking for anything to spoil that but 
last Friday our peaceful village was drawn into an active Police situation 
which was unfolding around us.  The media has been full of reports of the 
incident.  On the day, we had early and ongoing communication with the 
Police and the focus was always on the safety of our children and staff.  It 
was pleasing to see an early arrest in the matter. 

Student led conferences 
What is a student led conference? 
A student led conference is a meeting run by the student for his or her 
parents, focused on the student's recent learning and current learning 
goals. During the conference the student presents his or her recent work 
and explains what he/she has learnt to do. 

How will student led conferences work? 
The Conference is 15 minutes in duration. 

For the first 10 minutes of the conference time you will listen to your child 
explain "where they are at" and what they need to do next to be 
successful. There will only be time to discuss a few pieces of work with 
you (probably some writing and some maths). Students will show you 
where their recent work sits on a set of maths or writing 'progressions' 
which will help you to see their progress and how they are achieving 
compared to expectations. They will also share a learning goal with you 
and describe how they are going to work to achieve it. 

Students will be spending time in class preparing so that they know how to 
lead the conference discussion with you. They will have a script to follow, 
and you will be provided with some questions to ask if your child needs a 
prompt to tell you more about their learning. 

This is the first time we have run our 
conferences in this manner and we are all 
learning! Please be patient and supportive of 
your child. As with anything new, we don't 
expect everyone to do it perfectly the first time. 

For the final 5 minutes you can have a 
conversation with your child’s teacher. This is 
so that they can check that you understand 
and are happy with the goals that have been 
set and to give you an opportunity to tell the 

Winter Sport 
T h e w i n t e r s p o r t s 
season is drawing to a 
close with only a few 
more games left in the 
season.  The showing 
across the codes from 
Gordonton School has 
been outstanding, not 
only in the results but in 
the way our children 
h a v e c o n d u c t e d 
themselves.  I thank 
t h e p a r e n t s a n d 
caregivers for their 
enduring active support 
o f o u r t e a m s a n d 
players. 

That’s not it though.  
We are still sending two 
football teams to the 
AIMS tournament and 
we have a winter sports 
return exchange with 
Hamilton West School 
later in September 
across four codes.  End 
of season prize giving 
information and timings 
will be communicated 
out shortly. 

St i l l on sport , one 
winter sport that hardly 
ever gets a mention in 
school is Rugby, We 
don’t field teams here 
as the clubs organise 
i t .  Some o f ou r 
children choose to 
play Rugby and one 
w h o h a s d o n e 
particularly well this 
year is Madi (pictured) 
who plays for the 
Taupiri club.  Madi 
came in the other day 
t o s h o w m e h e r 
a w a r d s f r o m t h e 
season.  She can’t 
wait for Ripper to finish 
so she can get into 
tackle Rugby.  Well 
done Madi!



WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

AUGUST 
27 Middle School 
 Waitomo trip 

SEPTEMBER 
4 Student Led  
 Conferences -  
 start at 1.15 pm 

5 Student Led  
 Conferences -  
 start at 3.00pm 

7 Winter Sports 
 Prizegiving 

9-15 Maori Language 
 Week 

18 BOT Meeting 

18-21 Ice Skating 

20 Curling 

23 Yr 7/8  
 Immunisation 

27 Last day of term 
 3 

teacher more about your child's strengths and ambitions for the year 
ahead. 

Your child will have a goal related to the social aspects of school, and will 
discuss with you the things they need to do to achieve it. There will also 
be time for you to tell the teacher more about your child's interests, after 
school activities and unique characteristics. 

If time runs out and you still have questions about your child's learning, or 
if you want to discuss social or behavioural concerns, you will be invited to 
make another time to meet. 

What will I need to do to support my child? 

Before the conference: 

• Discuss attendance with an estranged partner if necessary - each child 
will run only one conference so all parties need to attend this. 

• Book a time in www.schoolinterviews.co.nz. Bookings will be open from 
tomorrow and put it in your diary (details notified in school newsletter). 

• Check the prompts and important things to remember list (below). 

On the conference day: 

• Come - with your child. 
Listen - your child will do most of the talking. 
S/he will discuss with you the expected achievement levels, his/her 
progress towards these levels and current learning goals. 

Your job: 

• Prompt to support your child if necessary (prompt cards will be provided 
in the classroom). 

• Enjoy the opportunity to see your child in his/her key learning 
environment. 

• Celebrate your child's progress to date. 

• Remember to focus on your child's effort and progress (as opposed to where they might be 
achieving in comparison to others). 

After the conference: 

• Continue to celebrate your child's successes and support their goals. 
• If you have concerns that they are not achieving where they should be you can contact their 

teachers for a meeting to discuss how they are being supported to achieve the best they can. 

Important things to remember 
Your child will run this conference-not you, not the teacher. Your child must be here. 

As part of their regular learning, all students have been putting considerable time and energy into 
preparing for this. If you cannot attend, please arrange for another significant adult in your child's life 
to come to the conference. 

The conference is about learning-not behaviour or social issues. If you need more information from 
teachers, or want to discuss behaviour or social issues in detail, you will need to make another time 
to meet with the teacher. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz


More about Student Led Conferences 
Why change? 
During a traditional 3 way conference teachers have done the majority of the talking, but we believe 
that the child should be the one to talk about their achievements as this helps them to take 
responsibility for their learning. 

We've set the time available as we think that for the majority of students 15 minutes is a good length 
of time to achieve the outcomes of the meetings. Longer conversations sometimes do need to be 
had, and we expect to arrange these with you on an as required basis. In contrast some of our 
younger learners may not need all of this time.  This allows a greater time to have a general 
conversation with your child’s teacher once the student-led part of the meeting is completed.  

Why have student led conferences? 
Research into learning has shown that developing students' ability to talk about their learning and 
their progress helps them to achieve more. 

The research about student led conferences 
Professor John Hattie (formerly University of Auckland) has worked for a number of years on finding 
out the most effective influences on student achievement and identifies student self-reporting as the 
most significant indicator linked to successful learning. 

Two other international researchers, Black & Wiliam say, "the process of students reflecting on their 
learning, through effective questioning that promotes the articulation of student thinking, is integral 
to classroom assessment practices that enhance student learning". 

Michael Absolum, a leading New Zealand education researcher says, 'If the focus is to be kept on 
learning, and the ownership of the learning with the child, then the best person to talk about the 
learning is the learner'... 'Not only is the student the best person to tell their parents what they have 
learnt, but if we believe that students build their knowledge by communicating what they know, then 
providing an opportunity for the students to tell their family what they know can significantly assist 
with that learning.' (2006) 

Research also shows parental involvement in schools and classrooms has a positive impact on 
children's learning (Bastiani; Epstein). 

For us, student led conferences are the next logical iteration in helping to strengthen the partnership 
between the learner, the teacher and the parent. We also believe student led conferences are an 
important part of how we are helping our students to develop into agentic self-managing learners. 

If you are interested in reading more about the research that underpins our decision making around 
student led conferences these references will get you started. 

• Absolum, M. (2006) Clarity in the Classroom, Auckland, Hodder. 

• Bastiani, J. (1988) How Many Parents Did You See Last Night?' A critical look at some of the 
problems of evaluating home/school practice.' In J. Bastiani (ed.) Parents and teachers 2: From 
policy to practice. Windsor: nfer Nelson 206-218. 

• Black, P. & Wiliam, D. (1998) Inside the Black Box: Raising standards through classroom 
assessment. Phi Delta Kappan, October, 139-148. 

• Epstein, J. L. (1986) Parents' reactions to teacher practices of parent involvement. Elementary 
School Journal, 86, 277-294. 

• Hattie, J. (2009) Visible Learning: A synthesis of over 800 meta-analyses relating to achievement. 
New York: Routledge. 



SAVE THE DATE 
SPORTS PRIZEGIVING AND PHOTOS 

Winter sports prize giving and team photos will 
be held on  

Saturday 7th September.  

Similar format to last year, shared morning teas/
sausage sizzle afterwards. 

All sports shirts to be handed in on the day.  
More information to follow. 

Ag Day Committee  
Our next meeting is Monday the 26th of 

August at 
 6.30pm in the staff room

PB4L  

At assembly on Friday we introduced Manaakitanga to the school. The children were very quick to 
understand what Manaakitanga means and could give some examples of how to show it at school. 
Manaakitanga is showing kindness, care and respect towards others and our children are really 
good at doing this.  

Throughout the year we have been working on values for our school. We got student and staff voice 
about our values then put out a parent survey. We then met with Phillip Matika to discuss a Māori 
dimension for our values. We wanted to encompass as many values as possible and the advantage 
of using Māori words meant that one word, such as manaakitanga, covered more than one of the 
values that we thought were important. 

Over the next few weeks we will introduce each of our values  

Manaakitanga - Kindness, caring and respect for others  

Awhina - supporting each other’s to be the best we can be 

Ngakau Pono - Demonstrating integrity, loyalty and honesty. 

Ako - Teaching and learning 

Together, our values make the acronym MANA.  
At Gordonton school, we are anchored in MANA.

SKOOL LOOP 
Today we had to cancel Hardcourt day for our 

senior students.  

We communicated this information through 
Facebook, which we know not all of you have.  

However, we also put a post out on Skool Loop.  
Skool Loop is a free app for you to download which 

allows us to communicate with you without you 
having to login to Facebook. 

If you haven’t already downloaded it please do so. 
This is an important form of communication for us to 

use at the minutes notifications to your phone. 
Thank you 



NOTICES
FROM OUR PTA 

Ice Skating – 18 September to 21 September  
https://www.facebook.com/events/354366532087347/ 

Be prepared for a cool but not cold ice skating experience  
The Ice Skate Tour travels around New Zealand with state of the art, artificial ice rinks. They look 
like ice and have 97% same gliding capacity as natural ice. Surrounded by an inflatable boarding 
and helmets + gloves provided at no charge (both compulsory for kids) it’s the safest possible way 

to try ice skating.  
Prices are $8 for kids under 16, $12 for adults and $35 for a family (2 kids + 2 adults or 3 kids + 1 

adult) which includes ice skates, helmet, gloves and at least half an hour ice skating (longer if 
capacity allows). 

Lessons will be available for each class during this time – permission and payment slips to be sent 
out in the next couple of weeks. 

The Gordonton Curling Cup 2019 – 20 September 2019 from 6pm  
https://www.facebook.com/events/345327409417634/ 

Enjoy a great night out with your colleagues, family or friends 
A unique opportunity to try out curling, a fun activity for all! We'll have great music from the  

80's and 90's going. 
Teams of 4 adults compete in pools of 4 teams (so you get at least 3 matches). Each pool  

takes 1 hour to finish so you don't have to wait long in between matches. If you make it to the finals 
you'll play again around 8pm. Who is going to raise the Curling Cup?!  

 
Sign up your team now! Limited spaces!  Tickets through Eventbrite.  
Match schedules will be posted on Facebook the week before the event. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/354366532087347/
https://www.facebook.com/events/345327409417634/
https://www.facebook.com/events/354366532087347/
https://www.facebook.com/events/345327409417634/



