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Anchored in MANA

Tēnā koutou KATOA,

18 September 2019

Welcome To Our New 
Teacher 
I would like to take the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
w e l c o m e N e s k a 
Steenekamp onto our 
staff at Gordonton.   
Neska has taken up 
t e a c h i n g 
respons ib i l i t i es in 
Room 8 and has been 
spending the last few 
days getting to know 
t h e c h i l d r e n a n d 
getting up to speed 
with their learning.  
Neska comes to us 
f r o m F r a n k t o n 
School. 

Tena Koutou Katoa.  Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)

 So finally we are seeing the emergence of spring.  The trees are coming 
out into leaf and the days are warming up.  Children are able to play 
outside more and everyone seems rather happy. 

Aims Games 
A bunch of very weary but exultant Intermediate students and 
accompanying adults arrived back from a highly successful AIMS Games 
adventure last Friday, just in time to catch the end of the assembly.  Both 
teams had placed middle in their respective competitions and this result 
was outstanding considering we were competing against schools with 
700-800 students to select from. Great to see Gordonton punching above 
its weight.   

Of greater significance was a surprise award from fit4football, a national body who had been 
watching all the teams at AIMS games football and adjudged our school the team that displayed the 
highest sportsmanship!! By way of a prize the team won a defibrillator for the school valued at 
$5000.   

It’s really something to celebrate.  In my view, that acknowledgement outclasses any trophies or 
accolades. Moreover it shows our kids are already “ANCHORED IN MANA” and representing the 
values of the school for all to see.  Fantastic effort from kids, coaches, managers and supporters.  
Ka rawe! Great! 

Winter Sports Uniforms and Trophies 
We are still missing a few Winter sports uniforms that didn’t come back at prize-giving.  If you have a 
school sports uniform at home can I ask that they come back to the office ASAP.  Once a set has 
items missing it becomes useless and they are expensive to replace. Also, Coaches and Managers 
of sports teams, can we please have all of your unused player of the day certificates and trophies so 
they can be stored ready for next season. 



WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

SEPTEMBER 
18 BOT Meeting 

18-21 Ice Skating 

20 Curling 

27 Last day of term 
 3 

Hamilton West Sports exchange 
Today we are travelling with 84 students to Hamilton West School for the 
return match in our Summer/Winter sports exchange.  Hamilton West are 
hosting us in hockey, football, netball and rugby.  We are only taking a 
portion of the many children who expressed interest in going.  Anyone 
that missed out will be given an opportunity in the next exchange in 2020. 

PB4L 
We are currently learning about Ngākau Pono(said ngakoh pawnaw) and 
what that looks like at Gordonton School. Basically it is about doing the 
right thing. Acting with integrity and making sure that what we do is 
appropriate and correct. It nicely overlaps with our other values. For 
example, if we see someone who needs help, the right thing to do would 
be to help them which is also awhina. Our children know that the right 
thing to do in class is to listen to the speaker, which is also a way to show 
manaakitanga by respecting the person talking. Ngākau pono is also 
making sure we don’t distract others so they can continue with their 
learning - Ako.   

Principal for a block 
Last week we celebrated the value of Awhina.  There was a 
big pr ize draw as we had done previously with 
Manaakitanga.  Riley Fenn won the popular prize of ‘Principal 
for a block’.  Here he is ‘running the ship’ on Tuesday 
afternoon. He reported that Miss Haakma was very helpful 
but stopped short of giving Miss Kelly the pay rise she asked 
for.  Good responsible leadership, Riley!  

Grassroots display  
Last week Room 3 were taught by Mrs Van Hellemond while 
Miss Pearce was away at AIMS games.  As part of their learning they did a grassroots inquiry into 
life growing up on a farm which involved securing interviews, collecting data and information and 
synthesising the information into a presentation format.  The results are in the office on display and 
also involve a digital display.  If you get a chance, come into the office and check it out.  Impressive 
inquiry learning! 

If you were at assembly last week you would have seen Room 3 perform a waiata for Te Wiki o te 
Reo Māori. Mrs Van Hellemond did a fantastic job teaching Room 3 this waiata and they performed 
it well. Ka rawe, koutou! Ka pai tō mahi, Mrs V! 

Rugby Success 
Often rugby is left out of the Primary school sports ‘talk’ 
but pictured are another two of Gordonton’s finest 
players celebrating in the wake of their Rugby Season.  
The Macdonald brothers Thomas (L) and Lochie (R) , 
proudly holding their trophies for most improved player 
and most valuable player awarded at the Taupiri Rugby 
club.  Ka pai, kōrua! 

Ice Skating 
The much anticipated ice skating rink has arrived and a 
bunch of willing staff, kids and parents moved it into the 
hall. Ngā mihi mō tō koutou manaakitanga. Thank you all 
for your manaakitanga.  It’s all set up and ready to go.   



NOTICES

It will see plenty of use over the next few days 
and of course, the blue ribbon event Curling 
Cup.  

Already some rag-tag teams are being 
assembled to challenge my superior team of 
semi-pro Curlers for this prestigious award.  If 
you think you have the goods, enter a team of 
four.  It’s a night for adults and we are allowing 
responsible BYO refreshments at the event.   

Well it seems like this newsletter has been 
sports heavy this week and I haven’t mentioned 
summer sports,  but I can assure you that 
learning programmes are running strongly in 
the school as well.   

For example, Mr Carter has been working with 
two teams of Year 5 and 6 students who will 
represent Gordonton a t the Boxbots 
competition on Friday at Fairfield Intermediate. 
Good luck to the two teams for this event. Next 
week is the last week of the term and then a 
well deserved holiday for all. 

Maybe we will see you out on the ‘ice’ over the 
next few days.   

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei  (That’s all for now)

Keith O’Donnell 
Principal 



ORINI ATHLETIC 
CLUB 

Our season will start again on 
Wednesday the 16th of October 
at 6:00pm at the Orini Reserve.  
We cater for children from the 

age of 3-14 years. Check out our 
Facebook page – Orini Amateur 
Athletic Club to keep updated.  
More information will be given 
out on the first night. See you 

there! 




