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Tēnā koutou,
Welcome back to school for Term 2.  I hope you had a wonderful two week break with your children.  
The weather was surely conducive to relaxing and having fun. 

The 30th April is the date I started here as Principal in 2018.  The year has 
flown by and lots has happened.  I am pleased to say that I am loving 
every minute of the school and look forward to another 12 months building 
on the teaching and learning outcomes for our children and looking for 
opportunities to grow them further. 

Winter is here!  It seemed to arrive all of a sudden yesterday.  The positive 
around that is that we have our winter sports calendar about to swing into 
life.  Gordonton is again fielding multiple teams across multiple codes and 
most of our children are pursuing a sporting code or two.   

On behalf of the students (who are why we do this) my sincere thanks to 
the parents who have stepped forward as coaches and managers of the 
teams, to the sports committee who work tirelessly behind the scenes 
sorting out registrations, teams, and problems, and also to our sponsors - 
some long standing and some new who donate freely to ensure our 
players take the field looking sharp. I will be making every effort to get 
around as much sport as I can.  I love seeing the kids on the sports field - 
it shows a dimension in them that sometimes goes unseen the day to day 
business of school. 

ANZAC day 
This year ANZAC day fell in the 
h o l i d a y s a n d W i l l Va n 
Hellemond and Helen de Vries, 
o u r H e a d S t u d e n t s , 
represented the school with 
pride and honour, both of them 
reading messages to the 
assembled guests. I wasn't 
able to make the service this 
year but I am reliably informed 
by those who were there that 
our students performed admirably and were stand-out presenters.  My thanks to them for their 
representation, (especially in the holidays) also to Hayley Van Hellemond who helped them prepare 
for this event.  

Room 12 
A couple of weeks ago I notified you of Jaimee Carter's  successful appointment to DP at Rotokauri 
school.  I am pleased to let you know we have secured the services of Julie Dons and Andrea 
Grayburn to share the teaching responsibility in Room 12 with our youngest learners.  Andrea will 
stay with us until the end of Term 2 when Trina Bankier returns from sabbatical.  I will formally 
introduce both new teachers in next week's newsletter.  There will be some school events to farewell 
Jaimee who has taught many of our students across the school during her time here. 

30 April 2019

 

Paid Union Meeting 

The NZEI advise that 
a n o t h e r r o u n d o f 
union meetings will be 
held on Wednesday 
8th May and Teachers 
will be off site from 
12.30 that day.   

While the school is not 
c l o s e d , y o u a r e 
encouraged to pick 
your children up from 
lunchtime.   

Any ch i ld ren who 
remain at school will 
be cared for by me 
a n d t h e Te a c h e r 
Aides, who will still be 
on site.   

I'm sure you join with 
me in hoping that this 
dispute will soon be 
posit ively resolved 
and will cease being a 
distraction away from 
teaching and learning.



GORDONTON SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
2019 Parent Election Notice  

Nominations are invited for the election of five parent representatives to the board of trustees. 

A nomination form and a notice calling for nominations will be posted to all eligible voters. 

You can nominate another person to stand as a candidate, or you can nominate yourself. Both 
parts of the form must be signed. 

Additional nomination forms can be obtained from the school office. 

Nominations close at noon on Friday 24th May and may be accompanied by a signed candidate 
statement and photograph. 

The voting roll is open for inspection at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours. 

There will also be a list of candidates’ names, as they come to hand, for inspection at the school. 

Voting closes at noon on Friday 7th June.           Signed Dee Haakma, Returning Officer 

Pink Shirt Day - Zero tolerance to bullying 
On Friday the 17th May we are supporting the Anti-Bullying cause by 
holding Pink Shirt Day.  Bullying has no place in schools.  The trouble 
that I see is that often the 'bullying' tag is applied to situations which are 
not bullying.  It’s easy to assume everyone knows what bullying is but 
often the term bullying is used to describe other aggressive behaviour.  

This can make it hard for schools, parents, whānau, and the wider 
community to consistently identify and deal with bullying when it does 
happen. Most widely-accepted definitions of bullying are based on four 
elements: bullying is deliberate, harmful, involves a power imbalance, and 
has an element of repetition.  In any event - we hope our support of this 
cause will help in a worthy outcome.  More on this next week. 

Seesaw   
Thanks to all of you who have engaged with your child's learning through 
Seesaw.  Over the next few weeks I am working with the staff to see how 
best we report your child's progress and achievement to you through this 
platform.  That information will be made available to you at the end of the 
term - when you would have previously received a mid-year report. 

It seems to get earlier and earlier but already year 8 students are, or have 
already visited their intended or preferred secondary school.  In some 
instances, the school requires achievement of endeavour information.  If 
that is required by you to complete or support any application process to 
secondary school, please email me or the class teacher and that can be 
provided.  I am also happy to provide testimonials where requested. 

Cross Country 
I see our children are busy training for cross-country.  It is a big deal in the 
winter sports calendar and Gordonton always does well at inter-school 
events.  School Cross country is being held on the 28th May.  Circle the 
date in your calendar. 

Well that's about it for this week.  I look forward to seeing you around the 
school and at the various sports and events happening.   

Keep safe and warm. 

WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

MAY 
1 Individual photos 

6 Junior trip to  
 Waikato Museum 

7 BOT meeting 

8 Paid Union  
 meeting 12.30 

17 Pink Shirt Day 

22 Junior school  
 Alpaca visit 

28 School Cross  
 Country 

29 Cross Country   
 postponement day 

JUNE 
5-7 Senior School  
 Camp 

7 Mud run-yr 3-8 

12 EWCS Cross  
 Country 

19 NE parent meeting 

20 Art Auction 
JULY 
5 Last day of term 2 Keith O’Donnell



SCHOOL NOTICES

COMMUNITY NOTICES

MUD RUN 
Date Friday 7th June at Ngaruawahia Christian 

Camp.  Cost is $25.  Notices have been sent home 
today.

CyberSafety Parent Information Evening – which is to 
be held at the Hillcrest High School Auditorium on 
Thursday the 16th of May 2019 from 7pm. 
 
We have guest speakers: 
Pauline Spence (Educator) from Netsafe  
Constable Jack Driver from the Waikato Police Social 
media team 
Constable Pete Van’t Wout – School Community Officer. 
 
Please RSVP on the event link below so we get a rough 
idea of numbers. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/458156674953426/?
ti=ia 

FRIENDS FOR LIFE 
REMINDER OF PARENT MEETING 

Next Tuesday 7 May, 6pm in Room 10

ART AUCTION 
The Art Auction is coming up quick on the 20th of 

June – if you are a budding artist or know someone 
who is and would like to donate art to the auction, 
please contact Rhianna at lr.annear@xtra.co.nz 

PHOTOS 
CLASS PHOTOS 

Today a shoot key code will be sent home with 
each child.  This will give you details on how to 

order your class photo.

Free delivery for all orders placed before 

midnight on Sunday 19th May.


INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS 
Tomorrow we will have individual photos taken.  

This will include sibling photos and also 
younger siblings not at school yet.  Sibling 

photos will start at 8.30am.  If the weather is 
good the photos will be taken outside, around 

the hall area.

Details on prices/packs are on the next page.

https://www.facebook.com/events/458156674953426/?ti=ia
https://www.facebook.com/events/458156674953426/?ti=ia
https://www.facebook.com/events/458156674953426/?ti=ia
https://www.facebook.com/events/458156674953426/?ti=ia
mailto:lr.annear@xtra.co.nz
mailto:lr.annear@xtra.co.nz


AMERICAN HOTDOGS ORDER FORM 

HOTDOGS FRIDAY 3 MAY    ORDERS IN BY THURSDAY  9AM 2 MAY 
Please place order in the letter box on the office desk 

Name _____________________________________________ Room ______ No of hotdogs _________

    please circle what you want on your hotdog:        cheese        tomato sauce       mustard


Name _____________________________________________ Room ______ No of hotdogs _________

    please circle what you want on your hotdog:        cheese        tomato sauce       mustard


Name _____________________________________________ Room ______ No of hotdogs _________

    please circle what you want on your hotdog:        cheese        tomato sauce       mustard


Amount enclosed: ______________


PLEASE NOTE: We will NOT accept any orders Friday morning.  

  	 	     All orders MUST be in by Thursday 9am.  Thank you 



Wk Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend

1 29 30 1 May

Individual 
Photos

2 3 4/5

2 6

Junior Team Trip to 
Waikato Museum

7

5.30 -BoT Meeting

6pm - Friends For 
Life Parent 
meeting

8

Paid Union 
Meeting

9 10 11/12


3 13 14 15 16 17

Pink Shirt Day

18/19

4 20

Bee visit Y1-6

21 22

Junior Team 
Alpaca visit

23 24 25/26

5 27 28

School Cross 
Country

29 30 31 1/2 June

6 3

Queen’s Birthday

4 5 6 7 8/9

7 10 11 12

EWCS Cross 
Country

13 14 15/16

8 17 18 19

7pm - New Entrant 
Parent meeting

20

PTA Art Auction

21 22/23

9 24 25 26 27 28 29/30

10 1 July 2 3 4 5 6/7

School Holidays

TERM 2 - 2019 OVERVIEW

Rooms 3, 4 and 5 Camp

Book Week and Book Fair




