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HATS/PŌTAE 
Thank you to those 
who have sent your 
children along with a 
pōtae to protect them 
from the sun that will 
no doubt pay us a visit 
soon. A reminder that 
tamariki need to have 
a full brim hat unless 
they are Year 8 in 
which case, they can 
wear a cap if they 
don’t have one. Please 
help our tamariki to 
show ngākau pono 
and do the right thing 
by wearing the correct 
hat. 

N e w Z e a l a n d ’ s 
melanoma incidence 
rate is the highest in 
the world and over 
350 Kiwis dies of 
melanoma a year. If 
we start teaching our 
t a m a r i k i a b o u t 
protecting themselves 
now, they wi l l be 
better off in the future.

Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)
Welcome to Week 2 of the final term of the year.  School is busy at the 
moment as teachers prepare for the lead-in to the end of the year.  This 
always involves lots of testing and assessment of the years learning, trips 
out of the school and different experiences.  It’s also a time when our 
attention turns to those Year 8s who will be leaving us at the end of the 
year and beginning their secondary school journey.  Along with actually 
starting school this is one of the most critical steps in a child’s education 
and our enduring purpose in Primary school is to prepare them for this. 

Ag Day 
Another great Agricultural day was held on Friday last week.  This is a 
great annual event and the weather was kind to us.  Sheep and goats 
everywhere and I am constantly impressed by the amount of time that is 
put into these animals by the children.  

A big thank you to the recently reformed  Ag Day committee for their work 
in planning a successful day.   

Group day was held on Monday and we 
are privileged to be able to annually host 
this event.   
Thanks also to the PTA for planning and 
managing the catering and refreshments 
including the judges lunch on group day.   

One of my enduring memories of the 
events was hearing a very anxious lamb 
outside room 5 where it had been tied up 
for the afternoon following group day.  The 
lamb belonged to Kim Gardiner and was 
clearly missing her.  The only way for her 



WHAT’S 
COMING UP 

OCTOBER 
30 BOT meeting 

NOVEMBER 
5 Middle School trip 
6 Orini Fun day 
9 Quiz Night 
12 Senior Athletics 
13 Postponement day 
19 EWCS Athletics 
21 Junior Athletics 
22 Postponement day 
29 Yr 8 RJHS  
 orientation 

DECEMBER 
4 BOT Meeting 
5 Junior School trip 
8 Intermediate  
 School trip 
18 Yr 8 Leaving  
 dinner 
19 Prizegiving 
20 Last day of term 4 

too calm her lamb was to work outside with it.  Something you will only 
see in a country school. 

TRIPS and EOTC experiences 
We have a lot of trips this term. Our Intermediate Team have several trips 
throughout the term including Auckland and an overnight trip to Tauranga. 
The Middle Team have Orini Day and a trip to Raglan and the Junior 
Team have a trip to Butterfly Creek coming up. 

For many or our trips we require parent helpers and without parent 
support these trips may not be possible.  

Thank you to those parents who have showed awhina by putting their 
name down to help out on trips. Your awhina is greatly appreciated. 

The Intermediate Team trip to Auckland includes a visit to the Sky Tower. 
You may have seen in the news that the Sky Tower Convention Centre 
has had a fire. This hasn’t affected the Sky Tower and so far, the trip will 
still go ahead. 

Congratulations! 
We have some students who have had great sporting success in Touch 
Rugby. Congratulations to Meg Ennersen who was selected for the 
Waikato Under 14 Development Team and 
Teina Makianu who was selected for the 
Waikato Under 10 Boys Elite Team. Ka 
mau te wehi - Awesome. All the best to 
Meg and Teina. 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei  
(That’s all for now)
Keith O’Donnell 
Principal 

CALANDER ART 
Over the last few weeks the students have been doing some awesome artwork to be turned 
into calendars etc. The art work will be in the school office in a yellow box from next week. 

You can view it and place an order if you wish. Order forms will be sent home with each child 
and there will be spare forms in the office. Orders need to be in and paid for at the office by 

Wednesday 13th November. These make awesome Christmas presents and I know 
grandparents love them too. 

Calendars $15 
Cards (8 pack) $10 

Diaries $16 
Mouse Mats $14 
Sketch Pads $12 

If you have any questions please see Mrs Hawkins in Room 5 



Quiz Night 

This is going to be the event of the year!!  
Get your team together (maximum 8 per 
team), decide on a dress up theme and 

bring your ‘A’ game!!  Who will be 
crowned the Gordonton School PTA Quiz 
Champions for 2019?  If you think it will 
be you and your crew, get your tickets 
from Debbie in Room 5 - $20.00 per 

person!   Tickets are strictly limited, so it 
will be first in, first served.  Cash bar, 

taco grazing table, amazing auctions and 
prizes with a DJ jamming out tunes after 
the main event.  Courtesy van taking you 

home at the end of the night thanks to 
the Taupiri Tavern - $5.00 per person.  

You won’t want to miss this, it’s going to 
be an amazing night!!  Follow the 

updates on the Facebook page for details 
on sponsors, prizes and auctions –

 www.facebook.com/events/
700163193835374/?ti=cl 

NOTICES

http://www.facebook.com/events/700163193835374/?ti=cl
http://www.facebook.com/events/700163193835374/?ti=cl
http://www.facebook.com/events/700163193835374/?ti=cl
http://www.facebook.com/events/700163193835374/?ti=cl


SPORTS COACHES / MANAGERS 
We still have a few FIRST AID kits outstanding. 

If you have any lying around, or stuck in the boot of your car, 
please can you hand them into the office ASAP.  Thank you




