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Mā mua ka kite a 
muri.  Mā muri ka 

ora a mua 
Those who lead 

give sight to those 
who follow.  Those 

who follow give 
life to those who 

lead. 

This whakatauki 
speaks to the 

importance of working 
together. It 

acknowledges and 
values the importance 
of both the leader and 
the followers for both 
are essential and co-

dependent. 

Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day)
Welcome to week 11 
Manaakitanga-Kindness, care & respect 
Dieu et mon droit - God and my Right.  This is the motto of the 
British Royal family and appears at the base of their coat of 
arms.  This week we acknowledge the passing of HRH the Duke 
of Edinburgh.  Our school flag will fly at half mast for a part of 
the week. RIP Prince Phillip. 

TE KĀKANO TRIP 
To Hamilton 

Gardens Tuesday 
13 April

ENJOY YOUR 
HOLIDAYS 

ANZAC DAY 
Sunday 25th April

TERM 2  
Starts Monday  

3rd May

EWCS SWIMMERS
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Ngākau Pono-Intregrity, loyalty 
& honesty 
Eastern Waikato Swimming 
Te Māhuri and Te Rākau sent a team of 28 
skilled swimmers to the annual EWCS 
Swimming Sports Day at Waterworld on 
Wednesday 31st March. Competing 
against the six Eastern Waikato schools 
our students represented Gordonton 
School with high spirits and pride.  

Competition was of an extremely high 
standard with our children rising to the 
occasion. Achieving several placings over 
the course of the day we would like to 
congratulate all of these students for their 
successes. Final placings are yet to be 
confirmed and will be announced at a 
school assembly in due course. 

Book Fair 
Next term we are having a Book Fair in 
week 3 and will be having a dress up day 
for the last day of Book Fair.  

Children will be encouraged to dress up as 
a book character. We are letting you know 
now so you have the holidays to think 
about a book character and time to get 
costumes ready. It might also be a way to 
encourage children to read over the 
holidays. 

The School Field 
Recently TurfWorks treated and under-
sowed our school field to combat an 
infestation of Black Beetle that had 
destroyed a large amount of the grass.   

Fortunately we are getting a bit of rain and 
this coupled with warm temperatures 
should ensure a useful playing surface for 
our winter football.  There may be some 
impact on the first few games of the 
season needing to be played elsewhere 
but we are keeping a close eye on things 
and the field will be in use at the earliest 
opportunity. 

This week in New Zealand’s 
Historic past:

12 April 1913 The Royal Navy   
 battlecruiser HMS New  
 Zealand arrived in  
 Wellington to begin a 10- 
 week tour during which half  
 a million New Zealanders  
 inspected the vessel. 
13 April 1896 National Council of Women 
 formed 
14 April 1932 Unemployed riot rocks  
 Queen Street 
15 April 1868  First Māori MPs elected to  
 Parliament. Frederick Nene 
 Russell (Northern Maori)  
 and Mete Kīngi Te Rangi  
 aetahi (Western Maori)  
 were elected unopposed.  
 In Eastern Maori, there  
 were two candidates and 
 Tāreha Te Moananui was  
 elected after a show of  
 hands. In Southern Maori,  
 there were three  
 candidates and a poll was 
 demanded. This was won  
 in June by John Patterson  
 (also known as Hōne  
 Paratene Tamanui a  
 Rangi). 
16 April 1892 NZ Rugby Football Union  
 founded. The powerful  
 Otago and Canterbury  
 unions did not initially join  
 the NZRFU. By 1895,  
 however, they and  
 Southland were affiliated  
 with the national  
 organisation.
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Sports Committee 
Last week the committee met and 
assigned players into teams.  This was a 
rather seamless process and it appears 
everyone will get a run this season.  We 
are trying to find coaches for some teams. 
Most are organised with at least a coach or 
manager, with the exception of one Yr7/8 
hockey team , who have neither. Please 
c o n t a c t K e r r y B o x e l l a t 
sports@gordonton.school.nz if you can 
assist.  My heartfelt thanks to those 
parents who have stepped up as coaches 
and managers and I'm looking forward to 
getting around some of the winter sports 
each week to see our kids in action - 
playing hard and anchored in MANA.    

Each year we invariably have a few 
iso la ted s ide l ine inc idents where 
enthusiastic parents and supporters step 
across the line of expected behaviours.  
Thankfully it has seldom been supporters 
from our teams.  The point here is that 
Saturday sport is about getting children 
involved in team pursuits, improving skills 
and above all else, having fun.  All things 
too bear  as we look forward to a 
successful and uninterrupted winter 
season. 

Ako-quality teaching & learning 
Target Learners 
This week our teaching teams meet to 
discuss those students who are still to 
reach their potential in learning but for 
whom we have learning strategies in 
place.  Mrs Rogers and I will also be 
attending these meetings to add our voice 
to the reviewing and planning that we do to 
support and extend these learners.  

Awhina-supporting others 
On the hunt for a Chainsaw person 
We are shifting our two containers at 
school and one will be moving to the rear 
of the main teaching block.  We need a 
couple of tree stumps trimmed down in 
that area to make way.  It would take about 

an hour if someone would be willing to 
help us out.  We don't have a chainsaw at 
the school. Please contact Property 
Manager Blair if you are willing to assist. 
blairs@gordonton.school.nz.

ANZAC celebration 
This year ANZAC day falls in the holidays 
but Gordonton School will still be present 
for the occasion.  Every student in the 
school is making a poppy which will 
contribute to a wreath which Ms Haakma 
and some students will create.  This will 
reflect our  solemn acknowledgement of 
the event but also be a unique offering 
from our school.  Our two head students; 
Heidi Gavin and Troy McIntosh, will lay the 
wreath on behalf of the school community.  
Thanks to Dee and the students for their 
artistic flair. 

School Band 
The sound of live music will soon be part 
of the school soundscape. This week Mr 
Hunt is holding auditions for places in the 
school rock band.  Mr Hunt brings his 
immense professional musician talent and 
experience and we are looking for 
drummers, guitarists, keyboard players 
and vocalists.  It’s hoped that this will open 
the way for entry into band competitions 
and performances at school.  I also hope 
we might put together a teachers’ band as 
well.

This has been a busy term and has flown 
by.  With a few short weeks thrown in with 
Easter etc.  If you are travelling away 
these holidays please stay safe on the 
roads. We will see you all back in the 
school for the first week of Term 2.    

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei (That’s 
all for now)  
Keith O’Donnell, Principal
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