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THIS WEEK'S 
WHAKATAUĀKI 

GORDONTON SCHOOL     
NEWSLETTER 

Anchored in MANA - Manaakitanga - Awhina - Ngākau Pono - Ako

#03 22 FEBRUARY 2021

Ki te kotahi te kākaho, 
ka whati; ki te kāpuia, 

e kore e whati. 

If a reed stands alone, 
it can be broken; if it is 
in a group, it cannot. 

When we stand alone, 
we are vulnerable, but 

together we are 
unbreakable. 

The difference between 
a whakatauki and a 

whakatauāki is that the 
author is known in a 
whakatauāki. This 
week we have a 

whakatauāki from Kingi 
Tūkāroto Matutaera 

Pōtatau Te 
Wherowhero Tawhiao, 
the second Māori King. 

BOOKING FOR 
STUDENT 

CONFERENCES 
Please use the 

SKOOLLOOP APP

Nga mihi o te ra (Greetings of the day) 
Week 4 already! The term is going by quickly. The mornings are 
getting darker, the evenings cooler and as the fog settled on the 
paddocks this morning I was reminded of where the name 
Hukanui came from. It was most certainly Hukanui this morning.  

STUDENT 
CONFERENCES 
Tuesday 2nd & 
Wednesday 3rd 

March

EARLY SCHOOL 
FINISH 

Tuesday 2nd 
March 12.30pm

SPORTS 
COMMITTEE AGM 

Monday 15th 
March, 7pm in the 

staffroom
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M a n a a k i t a n g a - C a r i n g f o r 
ourselves and others 
COVID-19 
Thankfully we got through Level 2 without 
any hiccups. Thank you all for your 
cooperation and understanding around 
dropping off your children at the gate. It is 
nice to be back at Level 1. However, we 
still encourage you to use the covid tracer 
QR code at the front gate to record your 
visits.  Parents entering the school 
between 9.30am and 2,30pm are required 
to sign in at the office. We will continue 
encouraging hand washing and sanitising 
and a heightened focus on hygiene with 
the staff and students. 

Student Teacher 
We would like to welcome Esther Newberry 
who will be working alongside Miss Adam 
as a Student Teacher in Room 9 for the 
next 6 weeks. I’m sure the children in 
Room 9 will show manaakitanga and make 
her feel welcome. We hope she has an 
enjoyable practicum. 

A ko - Q u a l i t y t e a c h i n g a n d 
learning together 
Conferences 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, 
conferences are next week. These 
conferences are a time for you to meet the 
teacher, if you haven’t already, and inform 
your child’s teacher of any information that 
might have an impact on their learning, part 
of this might also be goal setting. Details 
for booking are below.  

A reminder that school finishes at 12.30 
next Tuesday. Please complete the form to 
let us know if your child(ren) will be staying 
at school or if you will be picking them up 
early. CLICK HERE for the form. 

Ngākau Pono-Demonstrating 
Integrity, Loyalty and Honesty 
Student leaders 
This week will be a busy week as our 
students who have applied to be a student 
leader will be having their interviews. This 
can be quite a nervous time for them as it 
is probably the first time they have ever 
had an interview. This is a great learning 
experience for them as they prepare for the 
real world. We wish them all the best of 
luck in their interviews.  

Awhina-Supporting others to be 
the best they can be 
Annual Consent 
On Friday, Dee emailed the form for annual 
consent. We do this every year in case 
things have changed. Please ensure you 
complete the form so we have up-to-date 
information regarding consent. Here is a 
link to the form in case you did not receive 
the email. Annual consent 2021 

The beginning of the year is also a good 
time to up-date contact details that may 
have changed. If you have details that 
need to be updated, please contact the 
office. It is important we have up-to-date 
information, particularly in case of an 
emergency. 

Board of Trustees 
Last Tuesday the Board of Trustees met for 
their regular meeting.  Some administrative 
matters were dealt with on the agenda.  
Shona Enersen was confirmed as the 
chairperson of the Board, Olin Greenan 
was confirmed as the treasurer, Shona 
Enersen, James Gavin, Hayley Van 
Hellemond and Keith O’Donnell  appointed 
as the Property Committee, Shona and 
Hayley confirmed as the HR Committee.  
Tim Page and Michael Grayson are BOT 
Members. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWBVg6FoABpACsN2_Ij9lKccLlxaPGHhPUq2gW1TbRBailLg/viewform
https://forms.gle/f7ZuThZcLsRsJTM99
mailto:hayleyvh@gordonton.school.nz
mailto:hayleyvh@gordonton.school.nz
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The Board renewed the Principals 
Delegations.  This is where the board 
agrees that the Principal acts as CEO for 
the Board and oversees the day to day 
business of the school reporting to the 
Board as required. 

The Large Oak Tree next to the hall is in 
need of removal due to its age and 
increasing deterioration.  There is a dead 
tree in the pool area which is also in need 
of removal.  These trees will be replaced 
with new planting in the school.   

There is further sound dampening work to 
be done in the new classrooms as they are 
very noisy when full of children.   

Options around storage alternatives to the 
shipping containers was discussed. 

Keith presented the Analysis of Variance to 
the Board.  This is a report which explores 
the student improvement in the school 
over the last 12 months and compares the 
results against the projections of what we 
had hoped to do.  The report delineates 
between gender and ethnicity with a 
comparison between Maori and Non Maori 
learners .  The school exceeded 
expectations in all areas of student 
learning and Keith will submit this report to 
the MoE in early march. 

ERO 
The school continues its ERO journey with 
another visit on Tuesday from Michelle 
Thurlow who is our evaluation partner.  
This visit we are looking at the charter 
goals for the year and setting a course to 
further improve and engage students with 
excellence and equity. 

Staff Professional Development 
This week the staff will receive further 
training on maintaining well-being both for 
themselves and for the students.  This is 
facilitated by Libby Gairdner who will 
conduct the training on Tuesday after 
school. 

Launchpad 
Launchpad (Bible in Schools) will resume 
tomorrow at lunchtime.  The facilitators will 
conduct their lessons in the hall.   

As you will recall from late last year, this is 
an explicit ‘opt in’ learning and the part of 
the school the lessons are conducted in 
will be ‘closed’ for the duration of the 
lessons.  The remainder of the school will 
be open.   

If you haven’t explicitly opted your children 
into this learning they cannot attend. 
Contact Dee in the office if this is 
something you have overlooked.

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei (That’s 
all for now)  
Keith O’Donnell, Principal
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BOOKING PARENT CONFERENCES 

Please download the SKOOLLOOP app.  

1. Click on the INTERVIEWS BUTTON 
2. Click on SCHOOL 
3. Select GORDONTON SCHOOL 
4. Select the TEACHER 
5. Select the DAY 
6. Select the TIME, press SELECT. 
7. Enter in your CHILD’S NAME, YOUR NAME and 

your EMAIL ADDRESS 
8. SIGN the form 
9. Click BOOK INTERVIEW
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FAQ 
1. YES, you will receive an email confirming your interview time. 
2. YES, you will need to do this for each child 
3. Can't download the App?  Please contact Dee in the office,  
 she will book a time for you - admin@gordonton.school.nz 
 Please note: Teachers are unable to book times, please see Dee.

mailto:admin@gordonton.school.nz
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

TAUPIRI JUNIOR RUGBY WEIGH IN. 
We will be holding only two weigh ins this year they are on 
Sunday the 7th of March from 10 till 12 and then if you cant 
make that one we will be having our next one on Thursday 
the 11th from 6 till 7pm.  If you have played for our club 
previously you should have received an email from sporty 
please make sure that detail is correct and then hit submit.  
If you are new to our club welcome.  Please could you go 
into our senior facebook page Taupiri Rugby Football Club 
Inc. on the left hand side in blue there is a link 
to www.sporty.co.nz click that then go into juniors and fill out 
that form in your childs name and push submit at the 
bottom.  This form needs to be completed before you come 
to weigh in please. Also all new players need to bring a 
photocopy of either the kids passport or birth certificate or 
plunket book please.  When you come to weigh in you can 
pay your childs fees as well if wanted single player is $40 
and a family is $60. 

If any firm out there would like to sponsor Taupiri Junior 
Rugby we have just done a package booklet up on our 
sponsorship deals please feel free to email or text me and I 
can send you one if you are interested.  Many thanks. 

Any queries please either email me or text or ring me after 
5pm. Thanks. 

Leah Scott   0276869499      or     leah5@xtra.co.nz 

http://www.sporty.co.nz/
mailto:leah5@xtra.co.nz

