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‘Manaaﬁimnga - Care for others

Covid-19 - Coronavirus.

Many of us will be reflecting on the implications and ramifications of the
developing global pandemic that is Covid-19. The media - including
various social media are painting a very bleak picture of what we are to
expect, talk of self-isolation, quarantine, food shortages and economic
impact which will no doubt be the dominant subject of conversations
wherever people gather. | don’t think anyone is advocating that this is not
a serious situation, however, care must be taken in what advice we
follow. Unqualified opinion and scaremongering only serves to confuse
rather than enlighten people. New Zealand is front-footing its response
and the Government appears to be doing all it can to limit the impact.

Globally, in places where this virus has taken hold, schools are firmly in
the frame as potential transmission sites and we are hearing of closures
and quarantines. No such directives have been given in New Zealand

and | receive daily updates of how the Ministry of Education is tailoring its
response initiatives. In times of widespread concern a cool, calm and
informed response is what is necessary.

My view and that of Principal colleagues | have spoken with is that,
should school-closures become a reality then it will be because there is
no alternative. Already discussions are being conducted nationally to
establish things like the ability of students to learn at home with work
provided on-line by teachers, and how we can still operate the school
remotely if required.

Please rest assured, any school decisions made around this crisis will be
made at the Government table with the health, safety and wellbeing of the
children and staff at their centre. My enduring hope is that a viable
solution is found soon and we can continue unobstructed with the
business of learning.
washing and if your child is sick, please keep them at home.
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Kids for Kids

This concert is
currently being
organised. For those
who are unfamiliar
with it, it is the
formulation of a
massed choir of
school students who
accompany a named
performing artist in
presenting several
contemporary songs
in  harmony. It is
something to behold
and the children love
the experience.
Some children will
have brought home
notices in regard to
this. My thanks to
Mrs Grayburn for
leading this
experience with the
children.

Our enduring hope is
that this event is able
to proceed despite
the looming virus
alerts.

In the meantime, keep up with the diligence around coughing and hand

The winter sports registrations have closed and we are preparing for competition to start in Term 2.
The sports committee are meeting tonight and finalising teams and coaches/managers. If you have
an opportunity to help out supervising a team please let us know. It's not too late to offer your
assistance.



Ako - ‘Téacﬁing and Learning WHAT'S
Te Rakau Camp COMING UP

Te Rakau (Intermediate) team left this morning on their camp adventure to MARCH

Vertical Horizons in Taranaki. A bus and several cars full of excited ' 46.00 Te Rakau Camp
children and parents departed school on the promise of what should be a | 23  Year 7&8

week of challenges and learning - often about themselves. This is a immunisation
change for us to be going to camp this early in the year and for a whole | 25-27 Te Mahuri Camp
week. The potential personal growth and interpersonal relationships that
emerge from such an experience can only enhance learning through the 9
rest of the year. My thanks to the parent volunteers who have given up
their time to attend and help support the
students.

APRIL
Last day of term 1

Leading local curriculum

Mrs Rogers and | attended day one and
two of a year long course on developing
a localised curriculum a fortnight ago.
This week, the course leaders will be
visiting us at Gordonton to look at what
we do and how they can help us realise
ongoing success in this area. In order
to be effective the curriculum has to be
relevant to our learners. More on this
as we develop a pathway.

Finally a picture of the children in Room
12 presenting their poem at assembly.
When you see this happening, it
reminds us of why we are here and
what we do. Well done Room 12, |
loved your recital.

Have a great week everyone

Heoi and taku mé naianei
(That’s all for now).
Keith O’Donnell, CP'rincijoa(




Latest Prime Minister’s announcement.
Prime Minister announcement on 14 March

The Prime Minister has announced new and strong protective measures to
keep individuals, families and communities safe and healthy. The measures
come into effect from 1am Monday 16 March 2020 and are as follows:

« Travel restrictions remain in place for people arriving from or who have
been in mainland China and Iran over the prior 14 days (Category 1A)

* In addition, all travellers coming from all parts of the world, except parts of
the Pacific, will be required to self-isolate for 14 days on arrival in New
Zealand. This also includes Australia and French Polynesia. This self-
isolation requirement applies to New Zealand citizens, permanent residents
and their families (Category 1B)

* All travellers coming from the following parts of the Pacific will be required to
self-isolate if they show symptoms, within 14 days of arrival. This includes
all Pacific Islands Forum members (except French Polynesia, category 1b),
Associate Member Tokelau, and Observer Wallis and Futuna. (Category
2).

Those in New Zealand thinking about traveling overseas, should avoid all non-
essential travel at this time. For anyone who arrived into New Zealand prior to
this time they will need to follow the previous restrictions. The self-isolation
requirement would therefore only apply to those arriving on Sunday 15 March
and eatrlier, if they had travelled in or transited through China and Iran or had
travelled in the Republic of Korea or Italy.

This decision has obvious and immediate implications for any overseas trips
you have planned for your school and for staff who may have personal travel
planned. We are currently updating with urgency our overseas travel advice
and information on staffing provisions, and will send it to you this afternoon
through Special Bulletin. The new restrictions will be reviewed on Tuesday 31
March and then every 14 days after that date. There are no restrictions on
freight and goods, they will continue to come in.



SCHOOL PHOTOS

We have class and individual photos next
Tuesday 24 March.

SIBLING PHOTOS-if you would like a sibling
photo taken please come to the office to fill out
a form. Sibling photos are also for siblings not

enrolled at our school.

Early next term an order form will come home
so you can order your photos online.

PTA AGM

1 April at 7pm in the staff room
Rhianna Annear has stepped down as
President and we will be looking to make
this appointment at our Annual General
Meeting.

We would love to see new faces joining this
vibrant group.

All are welcome to attend.

ZONTA HAMILTON WAIKATO

Fundraising Event to support Hamilton Zonta projects

THE

L

P

By Roald Dahl
Adapted for the stage by'David Wood
Directed by Lorna Ashton

Friday 20 March. Riverlea Theatre. 83 Riverlea Road , Hillcrest

Tickets can be purchased online from
Show starts at 7 pm. Light supper provided

For further information e-mail: hamiltonzontaevents@gmail.com

$25 adult $10 child/tertiary

4 ﬁ'.
RAIN €
Gordonton Earty Cm‘rdk-ood Cerxtre
21 College Drive, Gordonton
of fice@rainbows.org.nz
www.rainbows.nz Phone: (07) 8243188
Rainbows are a well established Christian
Centre based in rural surroundings.
6 months - 6 years
8:00am -4:30pm
Sessions and full days available
20 hours ECE subsidy and WINZ .

O
Phane Tom 0273389529 or A/H 0/88/6836

y\ BUILDING + MAINTENANCE LTO

Renovations




Proudly supporting our local School

The Waikato 00U Maths and
Lifestyle Specialist |

44 : 7. .. CE CREAM
,//(l(‘(«'y /(- 1:4€ 27 ALK SHAKE
[ REAL FRUIT ICE CREAM
MILK / BREAD
ALL GROCERIES &

MANY MORE PRODUCTS : 2 Maths 4 Reading [V English [¥] Spelling

Meacse tke vz on fzcebook Bgordemomuposetie Col naday for a
for vpdates of the promoticra FRED assssurent

Harcourts ! Call Paul - (07) 853 5013 N&mh
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Fownd Dado & ' Wrp

Global
'ete"nam --ll."lll-_x.-:
Services

zia-a-an
waw graimandiocd. conz

P 07 210 4562
07 210 4568

Opening Hours
Mon-fri - 8 ?:‘lnm-d.dﬂp'n

wwwnglobalvetsernvices.co.n

o 5% Woodlands Road,
Gordonton
(opposig he Pemary school

@ Ph 8243227

We cater for ages Bwks 10 Syrs
Natural Leaming Environment
Short day gessions 8am — 3pm
Long day sesslons 7.30am — 5.30pm
Cooked lunches

20 hrs ECE subsidy for 3 & 4 yr olds

YWATER PUMP

SPECIALISTS

- 2 PSS !uN_ g Services
Farm'Lifestyle Piputne & Cable
* Industrial » Peel & Spa

: 1 iltom O £46 0678
Utilising the latest equipment, technology, | m N untly 07 £28 7552

systemns and methods to deliver premium _ PUMP & ELECTRICAL
value added products and services, _ e ;% SERVICES LTD

25 Lincoln St, Mamilton
trical.co.nz

. C‘,:rnp ete agncu tural contracling senmnace
(check our website for full details)
Premium quality stockfesd:

customsed l‘.‘x.“&.’l blends, calf a neal, G 0 rd 0 n to n

grass and maize silage ; Au tOl'TlOthE LTD

Earthworks, excavation and canage work
79 35 WOF

07 824 3519 All Automotive

. Services & Repairs
www.gavins.co.Nns
Darrin John Paul

0G0 Gordonton Rd. Gordonton
p O7 824 7189 m O21 123 874

REDGATE umm Professional, vibrant newsletters, free for schools Contact agmin@redgatenowsietters.co.nz




